
b COM PLETE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 

Vivid Description of Droop 
Mountain Battle Reprinted 
From Pen of Andrew Price 


thirty-four miles from Lewlsburg 
and that If he drove his enemy for¬ 
ward that day that they would get 
by Lcwisburg before Duffle would 
have arrived from Kanawha 
On Thursday then about all that 
was done was to try to go around 
the Confederates and cut them off 
from the mountain, but Jackson 
beat them to it and left the Levels 
to be occupied by Averell. 

Stays With Confederates 
Averell made his headquarters 
camp along the-hlll on the west¬ 
ern edge of the Levels about. Where 
Gen. M. J. McNeal, of the Con¬ 
federate veterans, resides. Averell, 
himself, was the guest of Col. Paul 
McNeal that night, and the whole ' 


Historic Battlefield 
Is Converted Into 


On a bleak day last November, 
State and National officials to¬ 
gether with a large group of State 
citizens gathered at the Droop 
Mountain battlefield in Pocahontas 
County—72 years after Union 
forces routed the Confederate cav¬ 
alry from the field—to dedicate 
the site of that conflict as a State 
park. 

Private George Alderson of the 
14th Virginia Cavalry went to the 
celebration from the hills of Nich¬ 
olas County to accept the new 
State park as a memorial to his 
comrades who fell there. The 
boys in blue were absent. The 
last member of the G. A. R. in the 
Pocahontas section died last March 
so a World War veteran accepted 
the flag In their behalf. 

This dedication—and renewed in¬ 
terest in the site together with its 
historical background—brings to 
mind the colorful description of the 
famous Droop Morntain encounter 
as chronicled by the late Andrew 
Price, famed Slate newspaperman' 
and one of the first honored with 
a place In the West Virginia Pub¬ 
lishers' Hall of Fame. Price was 
for many years editor of the Po- 
cahpnta* Times, now edited by his 
brother. Cal Price. 

HU narrative of the battle fol¬ 
lows: 

The campaign in 1863, in West 


community was Confederate 'but 
all who met him were charmed 
by him. ' L: ' 

When the Levels was a lake 
Droop Mountain was the dam. The 
Greenbrier forced a passage 
through along the extreme east¬ 
ern side and still plunges through 
the pass. Last summer the road 
commission blocked this road just' 
as the army did in '63. and we who: 
oesired to march south had to 
either go down the river road on 
the right or to the left and climb 
1I» ridge and swing round the 
circle by way of Lobelia and climb ' 
up the road that intersects Jhe I 
pike on top of the mountain back"! 
of the battlefield. They call these ' 
Hobson Choice detours these days. 

Averell Detoured 
So Averell detoured. Like "Stone-' 
wall'! Jackson, he was an early 


Virginia, on the Federal side, was 
t.'-der the comand of Gen. W. W. 
Averell. of the Fourth Scparato 
Hrigade. He had at his disposal 

• ■ five thousand troops and he 
was opposed to an army of about 
U.« same strength. Tho cam- 
;»lgn in the mountains has been 

by historians generally, the 

* rokin ri.tihfrv ».tti_ „...1 


Mountain. Qlbaon'i tuittnllion ntnl 
tli« loth West Virginia were hold 
In or near Hillsboro <m the pike, 
'ho 3nd. 3rd, end «th West Vlr- 
lilnls regiments were placed to the 

"KM of the pike about the Itrnh-k 
place, out of sight of Jhi. Con* 
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' ' f Reach Huntersville 
tv #v reached Huntersville on 
Wednesday »t noon end there Aver- 
r" heard ihet Col. W. P. Thompson 
wi-.h the 19th Virginia cavalry. 
... ,i Marline Bottom, at the 

Greenbrier bridge. Huntersville 
was the county seat, and while 
the nlke between the Levels and the 
county seat ran by Marlins Bot¬ 
tom where the river was bridged, 
all persons attending court on 
horseback from the Levels, when 
the river could be forded turned to 
left at Shephen Hole Run and rode 
by the Beaver Creek route. They 
saved by this about six miles—the 
distance from MarlVis Bottom to 
Huntersville. Marlins Bottom Is 
sow called MarUnton. So on Wed¬ 
nesday there was a horse race. 
Avcrell sent the llth Pennsylvania 
cavalry and the 3rd West Virginia 
y ' ed Infantry down Beaver 
| Creak to cut off Thompson at Ste- 
i;t»n Hole Run, and sent the 2nd 
**4 *<h West Virginia mounted 
. :---far try to MarUnton with Ew- 
-t i battery, but Thompcon left In 
» h.rry and cut a barricade of 
[trees across the road on Price Hill. 

. *•*» the Kederals to Stephen 

I Ho- Ran and Joined up with the 
, ■•'--••■derate troopa In the Levels 
|aa< there turned and stopped the 
, aCsai.cs Averell, at Huntersville, 
w-rd m the night time from 
;■ ««*-nan4 at MarUnton and 
| r J?7 Itephen Hole Rtn. that 
-----yarn had escaped the trap. 
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AvtrUTt Wor- so 
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invest apprehension. He had no 

Slacked l>'» day before for good 
and sufficient reasons, but about 
p o^lock the Confederates am 
nouncod by rheers and by band 
music, and by th. display of bat- 
, 1 - n«g». that Major General 
Echols had brought his army up 
and that the forces were equal and 
that the Confederates held a safe 

1 I have given the position of the 
Federal troops, occupying a full 
half circle to the north of the bat- 
tlcfleld. Here Is the way the Con-.j 
federates were stationed; 

Gives Locations 
On the river road to Greenbrier: 
Edgar's battalion. On the farm¬ 
land on the brow of the mountain 
where the battle was fought: 22nd 
Virginia cavalry- Col. Gcorgo Pat¬ 
ten; 19th Virginia cavalry. Col. 
W. P. Thompson: 20th Virginia 
Cavalry. Col. W. W. Arnett; llth 
Virginia cavalry. Col. James Cocb- 
ran; Derrick's battalion: Jackson's 
batteries. On the Lobella-Jacob 
road: Nobody. The failure to 
guard the road leading In from 
the rear cost the Confederates the 
battle. This oversight has never 
been explained. 

At 1:45 p. m. the flanking party 
arrived and came through the 
woods firing as they came and the 
ilfle balls fell everywhere. It Is 
said to have been one of the most 
sudden and most fearful fires that 
men were ever subject to. In 
about an hour, the Confederates 
were in full flight. 

As soon as Avcrell heard his 
Hanking party commence to fire 
ha moved the 2nd. 3nd. and 8th 
regiments obliquely to the right up 
the mountain. The horses had been 
left at-the foot of the mountain, 
They came out on top of the 
mountain exactly on the left of 
the Ranking army and together 
they advanced on the breastworks 
of the Confercdates and the fight 
was over In a few minutes, and 
the army In full retreat. Averell 
sent Gibson's battalion nfter them' 
up the pike, together with one sec¬ 
tion of Ewing's battery- But parts ' 
of all the regiments Joined In the' 
pursuit, and Averell was able to 
halt his command on the top of 
Spring Creek Mountain, overlook 
tng the Big levels of Greenbrier. 1 
This was th# evening after the bat-; 
Uo, Friday, November 6. 1R63. 

Successful in Retreat 
lie tried to hold back the pur-l 
•ult so that Duffle might cutfl 
'hem off at l^wlsburg. but that- 
was not to be. They got through' 1 
l-.wiihurg and on towards Union 
*-n the May to ttiit.lln. by a mat¬ 
ter of tntnplM. and wer# able to 
•”'^a limber blockade In the 

W» (koifeitarales never had any 
loth in W„| Virginia after the 
i ''•"!# ..f droop Mountain It »«. 

I ?*“*•'* ,, * hl ,M,,n (bat time oil 
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[ for no reason, so far as. history 
‘can discover, he was summarily 
dismissed from his command. He 
openly charged that It was to 
(make room for some favorite In 
Uhe make-iv) of the army. 

£ / Quits Command 

f fils last official communication 
jro his command closed with these 
words: “I would rather serve in 
pour ranks than leave you. but 1 
lam only permitted to say fare- 
kweil.** 

I During his command with the 
(Confederate rangers lasting from 
May 16. 1863. to September 23, 
1864, he fought twenty - battles. 

That Is the outline of the Battle 
of Droop Mountain. We most 
earnestly Insist that If this sketch 
Is In any wise In error that the 
historian or veteran will Immedi¬ 
ately write tcujs and we will argue 
it out. 
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I west, behind 'tb'e Umber and In the 
etc!0( nruf Immkiws of the land, the 
I find. 3rd .uf.i 8th West Virginia 
JpegtmeWaJlpying on their arms. 

man holding horses, 
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• ,7*^":*”est 
Wluch the 25th Ohio and 
ripany of c.-u airy weiw ,, 
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r't»CBTAW SERVICES OF TEE STATE S"AHDS TO A 
1 •' THE UNION Qf* 1 }~ 
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were not Densioned or rewarded like tne rest of 

T.iese soiai eja 

... h<q services were of great peril and imocrtance. They „ 

the army. iec ' • 

-re in service about fourteen months. 

r n April 1B64 tne state guards were organized and took charge of 

t - e i nrer zone in ’.Vest Virginia and in Kay 1864 the entire force of the 

r-- - Isr army of ’.Vest Virginia was on the move into Virginia to report 

✓ 

to 'eneral Hunter at Staunton, From that time to the end of the war 
tr.is regular arm;- fought east of the mountains. 

The policy of .Vest Virginia during the last year of the war was 
- T - ven - ve " entirely to the-state guards. Yet they have been ignored. 

-st c-f tr.e southern states have taken very good care of destitute 

veterans. Eut very few^ of these from Pocahontas ever received 
a pa-.sion. . - . . ; 

-hese guards had all the standing of regular sworn defenders 

T ' re 3 and "ere authorized by law to lay down their l’ives for 

tz* - r.ion.^" * 

:-:-ah,nta. County - State Guards - Adjustant or mustering officers; - 

* ■ '.arson - u omm. August 8, 1861 
-.r-p - Commissioned September 30, 1363 

% l ' 1 y ' »np'» company 

. .. • Vr r- roll dated : ebruary 14, 1865 

* mg- enrnm'. nsioned as Caotain Auauat 29, 1864 

billeted Yen * - 

- T "nt 

• u : ’“•’rong - Sergeant 
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. . —V thwv scattered. All sense of direction was lost. The soldiers were 

its nurKj waj VU J 

c3li lort bewildered. They threw away their guns and engaged in a mad scramble to 
• f jut. Most of them found their way back to Camp Bartow or to Lee’s camp, but it was 
several days before they were in Bhape to present a warlike front. 

Toe attack of September 14, on Elkwater had feiled because the mountains took a 

band in it. . 

On the next day, L e sect down from his Valley Mountain Camp a reco noitering party 

I *- 

under the co mand of Major John A. Washington. Tflis party was sent to see if Loring had 
gotten across Cheat with his troops. They got to near the Federal breastworks and were 
fired upon. Major Washington w$s killed. 

Lie evidently decided not to attack the Federals at eigher EUcwater or White Top. 
inynsy there was no more fighting that year on the Randolph and Pocahontas lines. 


Here is a bit of history not found in any of the dispatches. It was told to Andrew 

fTloe .nen he taught school at Big Springs on the site of Lee’s camp. Told by an eye 

Tne ewm r of 1861 terminated in one of the biggest rains that ever fell 

" “ d Produced one of the biggest floods ever known in these streams. 

dt * Dp ° Ur le " l0<: 811 nie ' ht “ d Bt daybreak next morning both armies. Federal and 

** f ** r “ t * brok * n caa P ln the “is* both were in headlong retreat. 

TU Co,fd. r . tM n.d .outh up Old Field Fork of ttk and cut a timber barricade at 

V «« root or Elk Houat.io ITM. -.kric.C. P i. y . d . „„ ln oth „ aklr _ Jsh<ia 

**'*..) • “• • «. r |fi| ' 

u . ** — — « Huttou.Till. 

“* •* ... Top jai.io.oy, 

.... : ~r u ‘ ■■” t to - *•<- *. .o—„ .ook 
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J. -.-}y wy they scattered. All sense of direction wee lost. The soldiers were 
cold loct bewildered. They threw away their guns and engaged in a mad scramble to 
t- ut. Most of them found their way beck to Camp Bartow or to Lee’s camp, but it was 
several days before they were in shape to present a warlike front. 

Tbe attack of September 14, on Elkwater had failed because the mountains took a 

band in it. < • 

On the next day, L e sent down from hie Valley Mountain Camp a reco noitering party 

I v 

uader the co mand of Major John A. Washington. Tnis party was sent to see if Loring had 
gotten across Cheat with his troops. They got to near the Federal breastworks and were 
ftred upon. Major Washington w$s killed. 

L-e evidently decided not to attack the Federals at eigher EUcwater or White Top. 
Anyway there was no more fighting that year on the Randolph and Pocahontas lines. 
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Here is a bit of history not found in any of the dispatches. It was told to Andrew 
=e when he taught school at Big Springs on the site of Lee’s camp. Told by an eye 
Tne sum r of 1861 terminated in one of the biggest rains that ever fell 
" " " and P^duced one of the biggest floods ever known in these streams. 

•-.» a ~«u?©ur leotod all night and at daybreak next morning both armies. Federal and 
Goaf •derate had broken camp in the night and both were in headlong retreat. 

** Ccnradarate. flad aouth up Old Field Fork of zik and cut a timber barricade at 

- •= ' « « .u foot or Zlk Kount.ln (This Wrlo.a. pl.y.a „ p. rt ln otw 8klr=l8htt 
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• to guide them, would be hanged. But lee must have learned that he had been 
?ault fc , r ordering them to penetrate the Cheat thicket in the night for nobody was 
exec ted. (I have not been able to learn who the guide was). This material was taken 
f. Va. Blue Book 1928 - from articles by Andrew Price. 

lien the spruce timber was cut from Cheat Mountain many years after the war, muskets 
haversacks, and other articles were found where the army had cast them aside in their 

•scare from the jungle. 

In 1927 when the new highway over Middle and Valley Mountains (Seneca Trail) was 
• 1 

being graded as Route 24, a greet ermy dump pile was uncovered and all sorts of war 
trc^hies ranging from muskets to parts of cannons were found. These were left by Lee’s 
first cozsend in the Civil War. 

Places in Pocahontes that were Lee’s headquarters in 1861: 

1. Talley and Middle Mountains 

2. Meadow Bluff on Sept. 24. 

2. Tall House at *“arlins Bottom 
4. a. Sewell Mountain on Oct. 20 • 

Ing the year 1861 all of Lee’s activities were confined to W. Va. At Richard 
■^•I'a turn near Kill Point, Mrs. McNeel, a Confederate sympathizer; preparedT^fine 
but Lee refused to eat it for feer of poison. 

*£ •*« Horae 

*** ~ • .*• i0 th0 Greenbrier valley, in 1861, he came across the best horse he 

** ***' *** * r * y traveler. Foaled in the Little Levels of Pocahontas 

^.. ** iU UT#U of °**« b *l« Co. No better horse ever sot foot to tbs 

" l ' - '* T9€Um pr ° 4u0#<J like unto the far famed Traveler 

1 <fc 4 *^'** T Uee). v */ *•* v - 
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JCLDIERS 

_10th ‘.Vest Virginia Infantry 

Apr'.row .pricss - __„ n » " 

*% Ison .anless- „ u n n 

genius Buzzard-. » 

j c s e r>h oore- - « n « 

: »vi: pore ” “ _n tt • n M 

Andrew ^dkinsor ~ -lae-i 

■"mar T-arty-„ M « a 186 J 

'•eorc e ..agner-. _ „ n it »> 

i c ~^' A _ Died Buchannon 

.avid ‘T--© s - n „ „ n 

Jar.es Johnson- 

John C. ^urry- . ' 

Jhor.as Akers 

.* illiam Cut lip 

Jeremiah Sharp pied ir. service 
Andrew Kellison \ 

jane s lee Died atVtnchester Virginia 

William Duncan 
lilton Sharp 
Frown Arborast 

'ecre Arbogast Died in service 

John '.'.anless 

'harles Arbogast Died in service 

. illiam Kennison N 

Clark Grir.es • 

Abran Sharp 
Peter Beverage _ 

illiam Duffleld - Died during war 
Clark lellisbn - Served under Sheridan, was also detached service 

on the.western plains after the war. He received 
his discharge just in time to' escape the Custer 
massacre’ • ‘ . • . 

ill! — Cay = - Escaped from the armybelow Richmond with 6 others 

made his way home to Stony Creel 
' 1! - r ives ''oore - Died at Wheeling duriir the war 
illiar Hudson Went to Do. 

'•-id -iudson- After the war 

■ lharp - Snot through hips, ^ied at Duncan's Lane 

ry Sharp - Wounded near William Gibsons on Elk. Died 
' ■ P Sharp - Shot by a scouti.-g party near his home, 
illiar. Rogers 

•r ■'.•lira - 6th est "'irginian killed at Bulltown in Braxton Co. 

• ;h Crimes 

J y arleaa - 6th West Virginia Infantry ' ' 

lte Arbogaet " " - " » 

'all*a » 14 encan " " *’ " 

• l'p*j Irnever ' 

Vrarlt Orit-.es 

>? r t» t«yield 

•lain hell* . 

‘•r 1 ••ny 

Uliaa all, 

-•-el}#* 

•’riwei 

•nlej *•-» 

• • a | w 

z-- 9 . , . 
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'.'ash:nrton Koore 

». e? r:e Kellis° n 
John"Silva 
Heelster '■ oore 
Francis Byrd 
Janes Pyles 
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ii. n By Peter KcCarty 
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prison Hannah 
uji J cn Fucher 
r e n r re I'oore 

John "yl er 
vef Duncan 
Washington Koore 
neorre Kelli son 
John Silva 
Hecister loore 
Francis Byrd 
Janes Pyles 

r a Borers ... 

Taken from History of Poca k. 

« " List in Poca.'Times 

«. « By Peter KcCarty 

" A'Scout in Youngs Co. 

" vV e st Virginia Blue Book 
I had already sent in 
:i 3rd Vest Virginia Cavalry 
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Contain Allen's Co. 
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Scouts 
Scputs 


Tw* of tre sons of Thomas Lrinnon were Cavalrymen, and took part i: 
'he battle of Droop Mountain but I have not been able to e.et their 

name. 
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POCAHO!TASCOUKTy - C-IAPTER 4- - Section 4b - 3 


Confederate Soldiers of Pocahontas 


Arbogast, Jacob - killed at Fort Donelson 

• . •# 

.-t'o.-ast, »ashington - died in 1854 from wounds received at Spottsylvania. 

A-jldridge, John - killed at Gettysburg 

Auldridge, Allen - Given an honorable discharge. Their father killed for being a 
. , Confederate sympathizer. 

• . _ . J ' • *“ * 

Ashford, Claburn/ . 1 t 

Arbogest, J. C. - Captain of the Gr-enbank company of 31st Va. Infantry 

Arbuagh, George • • 

Arccugh, James . 

•- r - --Go, John A. Died in 1861 at the Minnehaha Springs 
2-zzard, Jackson - Died in battle of Dry Creek 
leverage, Levi ( . 

: ^ et - 7 *---«rThese returned from -the~ 


Beverage, Jacob ( 

Beard, John J. Wounded 

Joal Zarly - Died in service. 
- ri, CiArles Woods - f-o turned 


j . 


burn, Zdvia 


Moffstt - - - _ 

***•*«, Uliscs Warwick - - - 
h *"‘ rc « z «*Uos Warwick - - - 


0 - - - 
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Confederate Soldiers .of Pocahontas 


Arbo^st. Jacob - killed at Fort Donelson 

Arbogast, Washington - died in 1654 from wounds received at Spottsylvania. 
A-jldridge, John - killed ®t Gettysburg 

Auldriage, Allen - Given an honorable discharge. Their father killed for being a 

Confederate sympathizer. 

• * • y J + ' * ’ * 

Ashford, Claburn. i 

— X • . ’ . - T*, .*'* . J* •* 

Arbogest, J. C. - Captain of the Gr^enbank company of 31st Va. Infantry 

Arbuagh, George - • “ 

Arrcugh, James . 

--5h, John A. Died in 1861 at the Minnehaha Springs 
2-zzard, Jackson - Died in battle of Dry Creek 
Beverage, Levi ( 
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These returned from the wars.) 


Beverage, Jacob ( 

John J. Wounded 

’ Jo# l 2arly - Died in service. 
***• - -ar lea Woods - bo turned 
Ut.n;, 2c»lo C. - . _ 

*•*•*■«• Moffett - - - - 

tlU«e Werwlok - - - 

*«lUoe Werviok - - - 

• 

“ c . John 0 • - • 

U,S *» J«MI . . . . 


J ' :l:. 


Tne *a^. 


- died 1 
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. mu™ - cr«i» <* st °^ 0reel1 Uilltla ' 

: rns-rg. - A fnlthful boWIt 

- v,*.-.ar« - Died ° P rl =° ner 01 war nt f ' ort Dd * w * r * 

C.'urtn*>’i Thomas - 
C *rtr.ey, George 

-sell, George - Died of wounds during the war. 

^ry. 7er.es - Anong the last soldiers killed at A' ponattoz 1865 

Cooper, Robert - Died in the war. 

C.oter, James - Lost in arm in battle 

Cccrer, John - Wounded at Fisher’s.Hill 

Cooper, Charles - " " n n 

Cco-er, Gecrge - killed in bettle - 1864 

» . — 

CellIson, James - • i 

C ehran, Clark - _ 

C-ehran, George 3 - ' ' • . 

Jilley, Tboaea - 

I-Hot, Janas - Under the command of Gen. Eerby Smith in the southwest. After the war' 
.-•-3 :a way to Iowa, from there went to the Dakotas on a trapping expedition, and 
•- ■ «' ? • . .ate>d In Custers Army. He was with Reno’s Compeny when Custer’s Company was 

r-tec r «4 In 1876. 
fetal sum, Andraw - 

**»:su*. Hicbard - • 

'«fcU .ss - 

* 1 * « e !f • n - :u»4 at Gtrlbllng Springs in 1862 * 

7 'HUk'KrMttto - Mod tn battl* of Port Ropubllo 

0 

- 1 * - -.r !>«,- but »V er wnad near ZUntatsr in 1879. 

■ A U o sy l ur.taln soon aft-r the battle 18 * 61 , 

- t ll:j'.« jt-ra. 


»i*i. ;«a« 
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. Captain of Stony Creak Uilitia. 

A faithful soldier 

Died a prisoner of wer at Fort Delaware 


Thomas 


Died of wounds during; the war. 

mg the last soldiers killed at A-ponattoz 1865 


Lost in arm in battle 


John - Wounded at Fisher’s.Hill 


tilled in battle - 1864 


Je-x-a - Under the co.x-.and of Gen. Eerby Smith in the southwest 


-3 it r.ay to Iowa, from there went to the Dakotas on a trapping expedition, and 


in Custers Army. He was with Reno’s Company when Custer’s Company was 


fMel.«rd 


• ■ - : :*t nt Mriblin^ 3;.rlnc» in 1862 
- > ' »lr. - T-.wd i: U!t;c r Vurl Republic 


r.» - • -ri t vo' : »r tut *n.i drowned 


n woon wft i- *:.o tattle 
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^el, l8rEel j TheS0 two W ere from Clover Lick, both survived the war. 

Friel, L { 

* - .r-, P d, John - Wounded at Gettysburg, died at Richmond soon after in Chimboroys 

• « , 

Hospital. _ — 

Gum, Robert N. - 
Gey, Robert K. - 

Gey, Samuel M. - Wounded at Strasburg, Ya. 



Geiger, Godfrey - 

Gun, John 2. - 
Gum, MeBrice J. - 


(Took part in some of the biggest battles of the war. Were at 
(home on furlough and called by Joe C. Gay to take part in 
(battle of Duncans Lane. , % 


Captain in Jacob W. Marshalls Co. Once when he was at his hone 
near Clover Lick on furlough he and other Confederate soldiers were 
at the home of Woods Poage, suddenly I. W. Allen and a .company of 
his scouts began firing on them from the top of a hill near the house, 
They ran for the woods but Gam seeing he was going to be overtaken, 
dropped to the ground and lay still when the next shot was fired. 

As the pursuers passed by they said "Well, we got one of them," and 
ran on after the others. So Gum escaped. Gum and Allen lived within 
a mile of each other. 

. > I 

Geiger, Cutlip - 62nd Va. 

Ge:, Levi - Wounded Spottsylvanie. ' 

' - • - 7 * -cBryde - of Greenbenk Wounded at Spottsylvania Court House, and again at 
Liberty. A third time at Winchester. At Cold Harbor he had his 
mustache shaved off by a mlnnie ball. He was twice a prisoner of 
Captured the first time at Uriah Ueveners in 1661 and paroled. 
Second time taken at his none on Back Mountain in Cct. 1664 and taken 
to Clarksburg. * 

•L.deoa f ~a lae - D.ed at Port Republic . 

. V. - Lolu.. a*.rvod tiu-ough the war. 

*•*’ «r, u a. - 

’ -i, Joi* - Dlad in the ear. 

- LZr,C 7a. 
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priel, Isreel ( tB0 we re from Clover Lick, both survived the war. 

j*riel, Jolm L 1 

* • •r-.rd, John - Wounded at Gettysburg, died at Richmond soon after in Chimboroys 

• « , 

Hospital. _ — 

Gun, Robert N. - 
Gey, Hebert K. — 

Gey, Sanuel M. - Wounded at Strasburg, Ya. 



Geiger, Godfrey - 

ta, John 2. - 
Gum, LcBrice J. - 


(Took part in some of the biggest battles of the war. Were at 
(home on furlough and called by Joe C. Gay to take part in 
(battle of Duncans Lane. , \ 


C8?tain in Jacob W. Marshalls Co. Once when he was at his home 
near Clover Lick on furlough he and other Confederate soldiers were 
at the home of Woods Poage, suddenly I. W. Allen and a .company of 
his scouts began firing on them from the top of a hill near the house, 
They ran for the woods but Gam seeing he was going to be overtaken, 
dropped to the ground and lay still when the next shot was fired. 

As the pursuers passed by they said "Well, we got one of them," and 
ran on after the others. So Gum escaped. Gum and Allen lived within 
a mile of each other. 

. \ I 

Geir-r, Cutlip - 62nd Va. 

Ge;, Levi - Wounded Spottsylvanie. ' 

'• . ?• "cRryde - of Greenbank Wounded at Spottsylvania Court House, and again et 
Liberty. A third time at Winchester. At Cold Harbor he had his 
mustache shaved off by a minnie ball. He was twice a prisoner of 
*ar. Captured the first tine at Uriah Heveners in 1661 and paroled. 
Cecor.d time taken at his hone on Back Mountain in Get. 1664 and taken 
to Clarksburg. * 

B»-aoo, ~a.lac - D:od at Port Republic . 

'• *’• V. - Lolu., served through the war. 

E * r «r, Uty A. - 
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- :u r. - > • « • • • U lfifil. hied a prisoner of ear. 
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« 

a.vid d. - ai fld d ^ ricfi war * 

jeani^n* ^»via - 

unison, Nathaniel - • 


gsanlasB, Jc,hn " 

Ke«, Choree * " 22 " d Va ‘ 


ycora, Charles L - 


Bo ore, w"*”' 

c . . dlrt of .ounds received in 7 day fight around Rictaond. Buried near 
Gr enwood Tunnel, Va. 


acre, Rilliam - Captured near Richmond in 1862. never heard from a E ain. 


’IrLr.'-sMin, John “ Taken prisoner. Died Cam? Chase, Ohio. 


.lin, James H. 


- Leiu., While on picket at the Rapidan River he joked ^ith the 
others ar.d as he stuck out his foot, in an instant his ankle 
wbs shattered by a minnie ball. He was taken to a hospital 
and doing well, but he ate too much of the good taings brought 
bv some ladies. One of few conf. killed Dy kindness. 


Helnughlin, Jacob - 


Died in war, in the battle of Cedar Greek, Oct. 19, ±864. He wrote 
from Bunker Hill on Aug. 1, 1864 to his cousin Nannie McLaughlin in 
which he tells of much marching and fighting since May 4, ana states 
further that the troops are very much exhausted by these fatiguing 
marching and hopes they can rest awhile. He further says "I am 
sorry to inform you thut both your brothers ere taken prisoners, 
end the whole of the 25th Regiment excepting 14 have been taken. 

•You ought to be-thankful they are prisoners instead of being killed 
as there have so many poor. soldiers fallen this suner. I think 
t'prisoner now is much better off than we poor men that have to 
fight and march so much. At least I know,they are in less center 
It goes on to say he has not written sooner because they have not 
stopped long enough to write. 


0. H. - 


Mfeil, ;cm 


Ga;tuin of Nicholes 1 lues. At the time of the battle of Droop 
It ...tain Claiborne McNeil of FBockey, a Confederate soldier was ;.t 
ho c on u leave of absence. Hearing the battle begin he climbed ur 
rldrer K *.cb ant! saw the battle. On one side was engaged his 
br nr Ji on McNeil, and cm the other side his half brother, 

Alfred McKeever.^ After thi battle, I ’ 

• . k. ,00 Lo“ell had been engaged wo* filled with apprehension 

• tt h.i • nty, an searched among the dead and wounded, m. t \V 
. / the long Uno of prisoners, presently ho saw Kc*'eil are 
r r «>1 » >tif. outetretched hand Baying how gird he *na that he was 


•live r. 


’• • rl * " lt »«ta McNcl 1 > . f a 

lie folded h:* am* nn.; thus ha apoke; "1 an glad to 
1 , that you too are alive ar.d wall, . , 

tetiOe today". Maxell we* ta en to Jtart Delaware where 
a wlaocer fro U Bontha. Ba was Louise : 
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r David D. - died during war. 

W 1 ’ 0 " 1 ' , 

=“ ,1 ° ' 

MUM, ' 

Jolm " 

Kee, core. B. - *** v - 


K ’’' e ’ . c . aied of wounds received in 7 day fight around Rictaond. Buried near 
” ' ,K, ' S ° or enwood Tunnel, Va. 


Charles L - 


Bore, Silliajn - Captured near Richmond in 1862. Never heard from a £ ain. 


McLaughlin, John - Taken prisoner. 
Jlcieurhlin, James H 


Died Camp Chase, Ohio. 


- Leiu., While on picket at the Rapiaan River he J°ked-with t. l6 
others end as he stuck out his foot, in an instant his anK 
was shattered by a minnie ball. He was taken to a hospital 
and doing well, but he ate too much of the good tnings brou^it 
bv some ladies. One of few conf. killed oy kindness. 


’/clzughlin, Jacob - 


Died in war, in the battle of Cedar Croek, Oct. 19, 1864. He wrote 
from Bunker Hill on Aug. 1, 1864 to his cousin Nannie McLaughlin in 
which he tells of much marching and fighting since May 4, ana states 
further that the troops are very much exhausted by these fatiguing 
marching and hopes they can rest awhile. He further says "I am 
sorry to inform you thut both your brothers are taken prisoners, 
end the whole of the 25th Regiment excepting 14 have been taken. 

'You ought to be-thankful they are prisoners instead of being killed, 
as there have so many poor. soldiers fallen this suner. I think 
a'crisoner now is much better off than we poor men that have to 
fight and march so much. At leest I know,they are in less danger" 

It goes on to say he has not written sooner because they have not 
stopped long enough to write. 


. C. H. - 


• • M. - Captain of Nicholas i lues. At the time of the battle of Droop 

l! untnln Claiborne McNeil of 'Buckev, a Confederate soldier was at 
h'i o on a leave or absence. Hearing the battle begin he climbed up 
. Ftrldger Noteh ant! saw the bnttlo. On one side was engaged his 
b:- • ,«r Janon McNeil, » nfl on the other side his half brother, 

"Me ever. ^ Aft or the i attic, McKeevor knowing that his h'.lf 
M op Mo*’ ill hud been engaged was filled with apprehenf ion 
t< •• > ' ’oty, *n< ti' nrohad among the dead and wounded, oil t V,\. 

l*»eed vy the long lino of prisoners. Presently 

r -'ed , wit*, outstrotcl <>d hand Baying ho*, gird he *r.s that he was 

In McNeil wee filled with 

« ‘ « ’•» folded k r ora* on., thus he t oko: "1 an glad to 

■ • •• l " ? u ' •*«’! alive , .Ifre! , l. ... 

he reoaUed a primer fro 10 months. Uo wee Louise Lc**eil'» grs 
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[ wiu b. tha, tbe »i» battle of Br«ton was *,0* 

, !061 and that tha' Confederate army fell back to the l cp 

Rni .ant tc building cabin. for the winter, and fortifying 

4 Hnildlne batteries. 

*. idea of the Confederates in moving to the Top Allegheny was 
t# D -e -ent an army fro, »rohing in behind the, by the way of the North 
- 0 * road, and the Greenback Mountain road. Pickets were placed do* 
w areenbank road, and on the North Fork road. The pickets on the 
Korth Fork ro sd decided to blockade it, to be sure that the enemy could 
not get in the rear, and company G was on the detail to pilot a company 
of soldiers down on the North ?ork with the instructions to blockade 
it in such a tangle that it would take a year or more to cut it out. 

The soldiers cut down the mannoth hemlock across the road for about 
four miles. ?he soldiers said that it was the largest blockade in the 
war. After the war it took the road hands about two years to cut it out 
-f the road, and each man working about four days. The Greenbank mountai 
road was also blockaded. 

It was in the engagement on Top Allegheny that the old Confederates 
• --:'*-r 3 f •Vimam Slayton was wounded and crept of f in the bjsh to die, 

- was fo*nd two days later by his comrades who were searching for mis 
aoliiers. r heir attention was attracted to the place of some one 
\-.j a . ood old hymn. When found, they were told he though he would 
^ _rm before he died, but he recovered and lived many years. 

* will re re-ombered fhat the home of John Yeager was in the 
■ • ■ at. tie rif-li. We hive it from Mrs. Hachel Sutton, who 

■ * •' * »a- ptrying with her uncle, John Yeager and Nr. J. i '. 

•* 1, a daighter of John Yeager, that they were 


o r.ujrii.h*. tijr the loud talking of the soldiers. They w 
■ ' " '• r 4y fcr t attle, and were flllln-- the breastworks just 


awakened in the morn- 
ere 

just back 


f x * n. iie. hen the bullets bo an falling on the house like 


I 
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and went to bulldlnf oablne for the winter, and fortifying 
Allegheny, » na wenv 

. building batteries. 

™ idea of the Confederatea in moving to the Top Allegheny was 
t0 ^ s .„t an army from marching in behind them by the way of the torth 
Fork road , and the Oreenban* Mountain road. Pickets were placed do* 
t , s Sreenbank road, and on the North Fork road. The pickets on the 
Kcrth F o rk road decided to blockade it, to be sure that the enemy could 
not get in the rear, and company G was on the detail to pilot a company 
of soldiers down on the North *ork with the instructions to blockade 
it in such a tangle that it would take a year or more to cut it out. 

The soldiers cut down the mannoth hemlock across the road for about 
four miles. The soldiers said that it was the largest blockade in the 
*sr. After the war it took the road hands about two years to cut it out 
:f the road, and each man working about four days. The Greenbank mountai 

read was also blockaded. 

It was in the engagement on Top Allegheny that the old Confederates 
soldiers, William Slayton was wounded and crept off in the bush to die, 

• .* b! i• fo^nd two days later by his comrades who were searching for mis: 

soHlera. ‘heir attention was attracted to the place of some one 

• ■ a . ood old hymn. When found, they were told he though he would 
f - - • before he died, but he recovered and lived many years. 

* »*.ll re re-'•*rr.b'*red phat the home of John Yeager was in the 
' - .* v.e - utLle rield. ••e have it from Mrs. hachel Sutton, who 
-• •• «- «a- staying with her uncle, John Yeager and Mr. J. 
t of John Y^a-rer, that they were awakened in the morn- 

r » C*yll^ t :>y the loud talking of the ooldiors. They were 
' - f -t battla, and »er# filling the breastworks just back 


of tba 
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ord ,-ea th« ln=»te. to vacate the house, the 
'' ^llywved out. *hen they oa=e hack, afte- the battle, they 
eS?0r LLe riddled with bullets, one corner was badly damaged by 
the . “ was filled with wounded soldiers. The upstairs 


cannon 


ball and house was 


was used for a 


hospital for many days, and rr.any 


of the soldiers died 


“ Tb0 retreat of the Union forces after the battle was known as Slay¬ 
tons Hetreat" and led to the composition of the old violin tune of the 
sa-ne name, which was composed by two Confederates sobers, George B. 
c utton and Robert Wolf.nbarger, -ho said they heard him trying to give 
the command to retreat, hut oouldn-t say anything for stammering. It 
was reported afte-wards, that the delay of the Union army, and failing 
to make the attack in the rear at the proper time was due to the fact 
that they found a barrel or two of good cider at the Nottingham home 
and wouldn't march a step until it was all consumed and their canteens 
filled. The unreasonable thing about the official reper ts of the battle 
of i'op Allegheny is that perhaps 2000 soldiers on each side would stand 
and shoot at each other from daylight until 2:30 and only 20 killed on 
each side. But it will be remembered that the boys of the Blue and the 
Gray" who fought were amateurs in the art of warfare, and had not yet 
been drilled, and h a d not learned the military tactics of Jackson, Lee, 

and Grant. The shooting must have been at random, for the lumber 

^ # 

company who cut the timber in that section found a number of trees 
• r ialf cut down by the cannon balls, these trees were said to be entirely 
out of the line of battle. 

From: Pocahontas Times 

from a history of Greenbank 
written in 1934 by R. W. Brown 
of Greenbank and pub. in the 
times. 
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ln Ihe r etreat of the Union forces after the battle was Known as Slay¬ 
tons Retreat" and led to the composition of .the old violin tune of the 
same name, which was composed by two Confederates ,o M iers, Merge B. 
Sutton and Robert fclfenbarger, -ho said they heard him trying to give 
the command to retreat, but couldn't say anything for stammering. It 
„as reported afte-wards, that the delay of the Union army, and falling 
to make the attack ln the rear at the proper time was due to the fact 
that they found a barrel or two of good cider at the l.ottlngham home 
and wouldn't march a step until it was all consumed and their canteens 
filled. The unreasonable thing about the official repcr ts of the battle 
of ^op Allegheny is that perhaps 2000 soldiers on each side would stand 
and shoot at each other from daylight until 2:30 and only 20 killed on 


each side. But it will be remembered that the boys of the Blue and the 
Gray" who fought were amateurs in the art of warfare, and had not yet 
been drilled, and had not learned the military tactics of Jackson, Lee, 
and Grant. The shooting must have been at random, for the lumber 

^ 0 

company who cut the timber in that section found a number of trees 
naif cut down by the cannon balls, these trees were said to be entirely 
out of the line of battle. 

From: Pocahontas Times 

from a historv of Greenbank 
written in 1934 by R. W. Brown 
of Greenbank and pub. in the 
times. 

















experience of a soldier at the battle of Droof Mountain In 

• foot soldier marching through to take his stand at Droop 

16 ^ 3 • * 

v , •nln passed near his home and his folks presented him with a fine 
v, red ham, which he placed In a knapsack and carried some twenty odd 
~«les on a forced march to the battlefield where he had a few hours rest 
fi „ d wftS than envolved in the battle. The Confederates retreated and 
-arched until late at night when they called a halt just outside of 
Lewisburg. This soldier in 24 hours had walked over 50 miles and 
had fought a battle. Being ready for refreshments, he looked for „ 
his ham and found that there was nothing but a rock. Just before the 
battle, while he was taking a nap, some comrade had stolen his ham 
and replaced it with a rock weighing bout the same number of pounds. 

It was this stone he had been defending against onslaught and which 
he had carried all these weary miles. 


Pocahontas Times. 
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Viliam Young Sr. of Stony Creek who had neighbors fighting 
. -.*h sides. Also many relatives and friends, attempted strict 
-•*— For this he was made a victim of local animosities, 
had some skill as a physician, and it became customary for the 
'ghbors to call for his help during the dreadful epidemic of 
fiiptheria and other camp diseases which swept the county during 
the war. It was while answering a call of mercy to a family living 
on Sevego that he was met at the Griffin place by a party of Confederate 
sp-cathizers and soldiers and put under arrest. He was first confined 
in the Jail at Huntersville, thence comveyed favor, kinsman, the 
late Levi Gay, a Confederate soldier, was allowed to take him to 
Highland, Kr Young sickened and died during that same year in.Libby 
I-rison in Richmond. His end was no doubt hastened by worry and grief 
ever unjust imprisonment, as much as by necessary hardship endured 
tv a prisoner of war, removed from the free environment of his beloved 
r ' ..-.tain country. He was by principle anti-slavery, and therefore classed 
•a pro-federal. ^ 


Pocahontas Times " 

Aug. 8, 1918. Norman Price. 
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CIVIL WAR ACTIVITIES IN POCAHONTAS 


Terminating in Battle at White Sulphur 


On August 21, 1863 Averill started to Huntersville and halted 
hla rain command at Frost, while some of his command drove the 
Confederates down Knapps Creek until they reached the Northwest 
passage between Huntersville and Minnehaha Springs. Here the 
Confederates took a stand in the canyon. Averill hearing about 
it at Frost, on the 22nd sent Gibson's Battalion down Knapps Creek 
to sake it appear that it led the army. Then Averill with his main 
arry crossed over into the Eills through the Shrader settlement. 

By this road Averill rode into the deserted village of Huntersville 
Ir* the rear of the Confederates. A squadron of cavalry under Col. 

Ohley was sent to learn the'wherebouts of the Confederates and found them 
retreating towards Warm Springs. The were overtaken and there was 
continual skermishing until the Confederates were driven through the 
ryder Gap into Virginia. 

Camp Northwest near Huntersville was the first elaborate camp to 

b * bullt ln the Clv11 War * Ifc was located on the White farm, and there 
were substantial log building, much equipment, and a lot of supplies 
The camp was burned on August 22, 1863. The commissary build- 
— • o.-s, cabins, blacksmith shop, wagons, rifles, and so forth 

'*** •' 58tr ° 3 " !d and a lot of P^er carried away. All the wheat and 
In tb. .1X1 onpo.lt. J. A. Rood'. house .a. also destroyed. 

nt * ht th * P,d,r ‘ 1 * “ Huntersville and waited for two 

th “ ’*'* Mr0hln e ‘ho. by w. y of Beverly an(J 

• -n h. SSth Averill marched to Warm Spring, .nd Col. 

- Jon „ r.tr.et.d n. f .r. M . t0 Mllboro . 

SSTr '“ ,lng Cl ** r ‘ a P °°* h0nt “ ° r th * Oonr »a«r.t. 
-treL L lh V‘” r °" 0r " nbrUr COUOt - * — — 

r * ,ftt0 Oroenbrior. 





/ CIVIL WAR ACTIVITIES IN POCAHONTAS 

Termr.ating In Battle at White Sulphur 

On August 21, 1863 Averill started to Huntersville and halted 
h!s r.ain command at Frost, ?/hile some of his command drove the 
Confederates down Knapps Creek until they reached the Northwest 
passage between Huntersville and Minnehaha Springs. Here the 
Confederates took a stand in the canyon. Averill hearing about 
it at Frost, on the 22nd sent Gibson's Battalion down Knapps Creek 
to make it appear that it led the army. Then Averill with his main 
army crossed over into the Hills through the Shrader settlement. 

By this road Averill rode into the deserted village of Huntersville 
in the rear of the Confederates. A squadron of cavalry under Col, 

Ohley was sent to learn the'where bouts of the Confederates and found them 
retreating towards Warm Springs. The were overtaken and there was • 
continual skermishing until the Confederates were driven through the 
Fyder Gap into Virginia. 

Camp Northwest near Huntersville was the first elaborate camp to 

ke bullt ln the Clvil War « Ifc was located on the White farm, and there 
••-re substantial log building, much equipment, and a lot of supplies 
- ; *ra. The camp was burned on August 22, 1863. The commissary build- 
- stores, cabins, blacksmith shop, wagons, rifles, and so forth 

of plunder carried away. All the wheat and 
- 'll ooposite J. A. Reed's house was also destroyed. 

• rAfrt the Federal, comped at Huntersville and waited for two 
,7'r'* th “ ” r# "'* r0hln « to Join then b, 0 f B , verly 

0,1 th * *® th *” ,lU “ reb * 4 to T. Spring, and Col. 

^ lua ' '*• r * tr, * t,< ' '’• ro - to MlUboro. Averill 

SulTT ‘“ V,ni 0l “ r ‘ a POO ‘ h ° ntM " r th * 

~«h mm* I r ° r °”' nbrt * r H. therefor, turned 

m * rc ''*4 Into Greenbrier, 






W 7o '.:e*P Pocahontas County clear of Confederates he sent back the 
lOfcb *•. Va# to Camp at Karlins Bottom. It was the regiment of 
General Thomas K. Harris. It was his command that fired the last 
shot at Appomatton. After the war he served on the commission that 
tried the assassins of President Lincoln. 


At the time he was in camp at Marlins Bottom, he has with him 
his twelve year old son, who has a horse of his own and who rode 
as the mascot of the "Tenth Legion". This twelve year old boy is none 
: ther' than Eon. John T. Harris, the state clerk of the 7/est Virginia 
rer.ate and the most popular man in West Virginia. 
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To Veep •’ ocfthontas County clear of Confederates he sent back the 

/ 

^a iotb • ^" a » to Camp at Karlins Bottom. It was the regiment of 
W General Thomas K. Harris. It was his command that fired the last 
shot at Appomatton. After the war he served on the commission that 
tried the assassins of President Lincoln. 

At the time he was in camp at Marlins Bottom, he has with him 
his twelve year old son, who has a horse of his own and who rode 
as the mascot of the "Tenth Legion". This twelve year old boy is none 
ither’than Hon. John T. Harris, the state clerk of the West Virginia 
senate and the most popular man in West Virginia. 

From, West Virginia 

. Legislative Hand Book-1928 
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battle cheat mountain 
- —-‘ " 

September 13, 1861 


T-e fortifications at Valley and Middle mountains were made because of a report 
by IllllBza Skeen, a lawyer at Huntersville, who furnished them with a map, and who 

out that the railroad at Millboro was exposed to attack as well as the railroad 
£* Staunton ar.d that it was not as many miles distant by turnpike. Therefore, Robert E. 

Lee was sent to Pocahontas to put up fortifications at this place. He arrived at Valley 
VLutaln on August 8, 1861. All histories say that his fortifications were on Valley 
lirmtsln. That in part is true for that was the pass that his troops watched, but his 
rain camp was scuth of the pass through middle Mt. and the signe there today show the 
greatest amount of work. Lee’s troops were volunteers and amateurs in the ar* of war. 

was a lot of sickness in his camp that summer. Almost all of Lee’s troops, as well 
as tier confederate troops in the county that summer 1861 w^re lowlanders from'the 

i"* S 

rotten country. Many of them had never seen a mountain before. That was why the 
no-telna got them. There were very few mountain men in camp. 

Tie Confederate forces took up all of Greenbrier Valley. They hed annies at Travelers 
B * rtow > u*<5er the command of Loring. At Huntersville (Camp Northwest) at 
^iiifTton end Top Allegheney. These troops came from all over the south. They had been 
• • * *: *r* to the fafct that it soon became apparent the Virginia west of the great 

"** ‘ ' e ln * to aan y B °ldlera into the field to aid secession. 

*' ti:, Ho:,,rt *. U. was n brigedier general of the Confederate troops and 
** fcWlfcrt * V#U *’ r to the units there. General Loring 

****** ^*1 t-.t luok orders from him. 


was 

out- 


s.ept every thing before him for he had railroad 
^ the wista, white the oonfederetee were gathering rrco 

^ ***** U%U Wl41 *** ^taiaa. By tb. middle of the 


transportation into the 
the eouth by slow marching 
•ur. or, McClellan had a 


-<- tii'*y 2, £* 
sr »t* J 
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BATTLE CHEAT MOUNTAIN 
September 13, 1861 


r e fortifications at Valley and Middle mountains were made because of a report 
'■ IT. tan Skeen, a lawyer at Huntersville, who furnished them with a map, and who 
•v* ated out that the railroad at Millboro was exposed to attack as well as the railroad 
a: Staunton and that it was not as many miles distant by turnpike. Therefore, Robert E. 

Lee was sent to Pocahontas to put up fortifications at this place. He arrived at Valley 
Mountain on August 8, 1861. All histories say that his fortifications were on Valley 
Ifaurtain. That in part is true for that rzs the pass that his troops watched, but his 
rain caap was south of the pass through middle Mt. and the signe there today show the 
greatest amount of work. Lee's troops were volunteers and amateurs in the ant of war. 

Thane was a lot of sickness in his camp that summer. Almost all of Lee's troops, as well 
m tier confederate troops in the county that summer 1861 w^re lowlanders from the 
cotton c- entry. Many of them had never seen a mountain before. That was why the 
sn-telna g:t them. There were very few mountain men in camp. 

Tr.e Confederate forces took up all of Greenbrier Valley. They hed armies at Travelers 
(Camp Bartow) under the command of Loring. At Huntersville (Camp Northwest) at 

To * AUegh«iey. These troops came from all over the south. They had been 
-rr. owing to the fabt that it soon became apparent the Virginia west of the great 
” , ‘ i * *** ; * *° tn < to **** soldiers into the field to aid secession. 

t-:. tUe Robert *. Lee wa. a brigadier general of the Confederate troops and w a8 

V * n ^ t0 of the unit, there. General Loring out- 

****** **••• tut took order. Troa him. 

. "“■* "“*« »• l-d r.lLro.d trar.»;ortatIon Into th . 

‘ '* " ... “* *““«»« «*■ .out, . lo . 

"* —• l “- «“*>. »f U» Itociollan „„ . 


f§. DllloT 

Cher.t Mountain 


r Jr the Tjgarts Volley at Elk Water. Here that army dug one of the biggest 

^ «nd bunkers of the war to hold the road. To keep the fort from being flacked 
rpnsed from behind, another army had made a most elaborate fortified camp et 

* -e's Top of Cheat on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. This place also lent 
«feif to easy defense. The road here passes through a gap between to beautiful hills, 
uni the soldiers fortified both aides of the road. 

The Onion and Confederate forces faced each other for about two months, each waiting 
for the other to give battle. Finally, about the middle of September, Lee planned to 
attack the fortifications at Elkwater. Realizing that the pike was closed by the 
ratifications at White Top, the orders were that oi the night of Sept. 13, (Some authori 
ties say the 11th), the army from Camp Bartow were to climb Back Allegheny then leeve the 
r ?i and silently pass Whites Top through the spruce woods and to fall in behind these 

• rtiricatior.s. A port of the army was to stay and watch the army at White Top to 
k?e; them from Joining the other Union forces. The rest of the Army from Camp Bartow 
*~ re v: dr3 P d0Tn into Tygarta Valley and march up stream and attack the Elkwater 

r eifications ln the rear » whlle Lee ranched down and attacked the front. Never wes a 

hatter planned, end never was one worse executed, but Lee could not have known 
*“ the spruce wood, on top or Cheet were like or he would not have expected an ar*y 
° f “ *<* “rough et night. Lee's cer,p was In hardwood territory where e 

ttrOUSH - But *° through the jungles or Cheat In the 

' ~ “ “ h ~ 4 ° f i,r0J ' Ct - ■»«■“>• srowtha or spruce seething like a 

- ■ 4 herd r.et ,0 ,h. ecre. There were wlndr.il. thet could not he 

--- - — . There ser. greet petche. or l.ur .1 that even . Pocahontas tear could 

’ *• 4iu- *>hhlerod that »d. a 

„ “ 4 **tu*xu 11.0 het.ee Back lll.gh.hy .„d Che, .as . .trip 

X Tu niT” “ ... "*» ““ *-«r PWnstrstw. 

“** •«*. -TT ' ..*”■ ,h * ,lr - t — - ^ ho r.U 

* 8 nLme ‘ '**• «"» luu 


■he, dark er... through .Moh cheei »,„ r 
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m the Tygarts Volley at Elk Water. Here that army dug one of the biggest 
nnd bunkers of the war to hold the road. To keep the fort from being flanked 
. r r prised from behind, another army had made a most elaborate fortified camp et 
K .-a's Top of Cheat on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. This place also lent 
«tseif to easy defense. The road here passes through a gap between to beautiful hills, 
and the soldiers fortified both sides of the road. 

The Union and Confederate forces faced each other for about two months, each waiting 
for the other to give battle. Finally, about the middle of September, Lee planned to 
attack the fortifications at Elkwater. Realizing that the pike was closed by the 
fortifications at White Top, the orders were that o A the night of Sept. 13, (Some authori 
ties say the 11th), the army from Camp Bartow were to climb Back Allegheny then leave the 
r »i end silently pass Whites Top through the spruce woods and to fall in behind these 
f-rtiflcatior.s. A part of the army was to stay and watch the army at White Top to 
t-e: them from Joining the other Union forces. The rest of the Army from Camp Bartow 

• ire irsp down into Tygarts Valley and march up stream and attack the Elkwater 
r -irtrations in the rear, while Lee marched down end attacked the front. Never wes a 

better planned, end never ... one worse executed, but Lee could not have known 
tt. .prue. wood, on top or Cheet were like or be would not have expected an aray 
« eo.tk.rnere to ,.t through et night. Lee-e cecp was In hardwood territory where a 
“ =owld .Mil, walk through. But to taka an army through the Junglsa or Ohaet In th, 

' ... .o unb-rd of project. There were dense growth, of apruoe southing like a 

hoard feet ,o ,h. .era. There were .any wlndr.lla that conld not ha 

I"* " ^ IW * **” 5 * ,Ch " ° f «■* ® ven • Pocahontas hear could 

** ”* '*11- -obblarod that « 4 . a 

„ " “* “*» Back Allegheny and Ohaat ... . strlp 

* riZ 1 " “ * lth th "‘ t "“ ^ penetrate. 

... a W J 3 ** — - - winter h w to r.U 

tut dark Mrin through .hioh Choot Riv.r . ind . 


I 





CIVIL iVAR 


-l ..pru 3. 1M0 


Pocahonta? Courtr 


:;eiie Y. ...c-£.ucr-lin 
Marlinton, • *•'& . 



- 1 - 

C hapter ^- -Section 4-Part b 

^ Reminiscences of Civil ^ar Days. 

3y Evelyn Yeager Beard. 

in the fall and winter of 1861-62 the Confederate 
soldiers camped at Camp .Allegheny, my old home place, under 
the command of Jose (Ed) Johnson. The sugar grove Delonging 
to ny father, John Yeager, consisting of about five hundred 
trees was used for building the camps and cabins. This lo¬ 
cation could be used as a point of vantage, as by using field 
glasses they could observe the movements of the Union soldiers 
camped on top of Cheat mountain, near the Clubhouse. 

The year of 1661-62 was a cold and rainy year. Llany 

of the soldiers camping there were from the South. I remember 

T "T 

tr.em as-being not very _warmly clad, and shivering with cold. 

Rot being used to the ~cold, damp climate many of them sickened 
art died, and were buried on a little hill oa-k of our house. 

Our back porch was partitioned off to be used as a 
. • laeary by Uncle Jake ^rbogast. The soldiers wanting 
' ncco, c-.ndy, dtc., would have to wait their turn. The 

•'si-a-viil, and at times crowded, they would ask me to 
t elr u....r»oa for then. Being a child and small, they 
room ror do. I would make their purchases and then 
' r<• L i 'irof the candy. I waa u youngster of 

* ter, t \ -y brother, 14*ok Yoagor U’oul UoNoel Yeager) eight. 
« ’fi ere er.d •■Id loro node a lot over ua children. Reoeiv- 

* *** * r °* they »». ..>wn to help eat than* 

- .r»» >• »ere not pertloulerly ahy in doing ao. Uny o t 


\\ 
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j hapter ^- Section 4-Part b 

Reminiscences of Civil --ar Days. 

3y Zvelyn Yeager Beard. 

In the fall and winter of 1861-62 the Confederate 
soldiers camped at Camp Allegheny, my old home place, under 
the command of Jose (Ed) Johnson. The sugar grove oelonging 
to ny father, John Yeager, consisting of about five hundred 
trees was used for building the camps and cabins. This lo¬ 
cation could be used as a point of vantage, as by using field 
glasses they could observe the movements of the Union soldiers 
camped on top of Cheat fountain, near the Clubhouse. 

The year of 1661-62 was a cold and rainy year. Llany 
of the soldiers camping there were from the South. I remember 
t:.em as. being not very warmly clad, and shivering with cold. 

Not being used to the ~cold, damp climate many of them sickened 

* Jff 

a.-.d died, and were buried on a little hill oa^k of our house. 

Our back porch was partitioned off to be used as a 
'j - -•.scary by Vncle Jake ...rbogast. The soldiers wanting 
occo, candy, dtc., would have to wait their turn. The 

ana 11, end at times crowded, they would ask me to 
-'><* v Mr pu.UM4.ues for them. Being a child and small, they 

• .»d •.«»:« room for no. 1 would make their purchases and then 

e • - •roi ri mto of the candy. I was u youngster of 

• it ton B y brother, Usok Yeager (Psul UoKeel Yeager) eight. 

orfleers end soldiers node s lot ovsr us children. Receiv¬ 
ed *«s*s from boas they eo . vu* ui .> help eat 

e were not particularly any in doing ao. Lany or 
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tM cak es were decorated so fancy that as children we thought 
th ere was nothing in the world like them. Colonel McCune 
aculd often let me wear the hig plume he wore in his hat, and 
.. was a gala day for rae when I would have the privilege of 
rearing it. -Vhen leaving Camp Allegheny, he gave me the plume, 
talcing it from his hat, saying I could keep it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil War was fought at 


this point, called Church Hill, ot Camp Allegheny. While 
but a akirmish, it was a hard fought one and lasted from about 
4 until after 2, P.M. If I remember correctly, nineteen 

.-ere killed. I remember the shots falling on the roof of our 
Louse like hail. Uy mother and sister Fannie were ill at this 
cine. During a lull in the battle Colonel Baldwin of the 52nd 
Virginia Regiment had them carried over on cots to his own cabin 
r-r safety, and they-remained there during the night. My brother 
lack Yeager and myself watched the remainder of the battle from 
t poi.-.t of safety. '.7e saw the Confederate flagman fall, and 
-■-* the flag almost instantly raised again, believe by Lieut, 
r, ■ it I am not positive about the name. Capt. Mollohan 
in the battle of Church Hill, and was buried there 
6 * • ’ *1 othoru. A spent ball passed between ray brother 

* ' •'/ Yeager, and Rachel Arbogast, who was visiting us. 

,r> » ’or fodorate w .>b Killed by advanced guard of Union 
•--lit a -:o» *d In Confederate unirorra. Capt, ,.nderaon waved 

•o thinking they were Confedernto non and ho was Instantly 

*111*4. 


rter tfie battlo over there *oro several wounded cen 
t vfi care of. .ho cabins aere unaui table, and my mother 
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tM cake s rare decorated so fancy that as children we thought 
there was nothing in the world like them. Colonel McCune 
„ould oft en let me wear the big plume he wore in his hat, and 
•* was a gala day for tne when I would have the privilege of 
wearing it. When leaving Camp Allegheny, he gave me the plume, 
taking it from his hat, saying I could keep it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil V.ar was fought at 
this point, called Church Hill, o± Camp Allegheny. While 
but a akirmish, it was a hard fought one and lasted from about 
4 a.M. until after 2. P.M. If I remember correctly, nineteen 
*ere killed. I remember the shots falling on the roof of our 
house like hail. My mother and sister Fannie were ill at this 
v.-e. During a lull in the battle Colonel Baldwin of the 52nd 
Virginia Regiment had them carried over on cots to his own cabin 
r~r safety, and they-remained there during the night. My brother 
) kzc "eager and myself watched the remainder of the battle from 
a : nt of safety. '.7e saw the Confederate flagman fall, and 
v,e flag almost instantly raised again, believe by Lieut. 

-r, -,ut I am not positive about the name. Capt. Mollohan 
• ' ' - »• . in ‘.no battle of Church Hill, and was buried there 
* • -- '»ny othora. A spent ball passed between ray brother 

- • ry YeUf/er, and Huchel Arbogaat, who was visiting us. 

' • ' n * Confederate w.>a killed by advanced guard of Union 

aolllor ‘ in Confederate unirorm. Copt, ^nderson waved 

*° •••*. thinking they were Confederate men and he woe Instantly 

tilled. 

-rter the bettie wee over there wero several wounded men 
*.c tx c cere or. .he cabins ware unsuitable, and ay mother 
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d the upstairs Of our house converted into a temporary nos 
‘“ t8lj our house .as under construction when war broke out, 
I!,r«. not then complete. The upstairs was one large room, 
everal of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
Killed in battle. For a brief period a downstairs room was 
occupied by a sick officer, with his wife and baby. later 
tsla same room was used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 


^rbosast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition, the remainder being torn down. We had quite a collect¬ 
ion of sabers, cannoi balls, musket balls and minnie balls which 
,e used in our play. Bd Freeman, living at the present time 
at me old home place at Allegheny church, finds some of the 
nusket bells occasionally‘when plowing his fields. He gave 
son; of them to us when we had a family reunion picnic there in 
the aunr.er of 1924. "The old batteries and trenches are still 




in evidence. 

.. Confederate 


3 

soldier 


was 


sick in one of the camps of 


- . it Virginia Regiment when a Union soldier crept into the 

to tool provisions, thinking the cabin was empty. The 
. t . iler orowled to the door after him and shot him. 

/ f-»ther, John Yeuger, died December 2, 1861, and was 
to have been polaoned. 

u \:.r .;rin« or 1862 the Confederates broke camp on 
. *llr • jr. t two o'clock the ntmo night of ti.eir leaving 
r n i two or three other tnon set flro to the oommissary 
; £ o y • :'*tting every other cabin. .'..y mother ;let»d- 

e ** ■ .C - O'? *> us to bo ubod for a tables and out- 
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, t he upstairs of our house converted into a temporary hos 
Sa tal> our house was under construction when war broke out, 
not then complete. The upstairs was one large room. 
Several of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
Killed in battle. Tor a brief period a downstairs room was 
occupied by a sick officer, with his wife and baby. Later 
this same room was used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 
jrbogast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition, the remainder being torn down. We had quite a collect¬ 
ion of sabers, cannoi balls, musket balls and minnle balls which 
„ use a in our play. 3d Freeman, living at the present time 
at the old home place at Allegheny church, finds some of the 
-.usket balls occasionally'when plowing his fields. 


Mo MVP 


soi b of them to us when we had a family reunion picnic there in 
• r.e ausmer of 1924. The old batteries and trenches are still 

In evidence. 

Confederate soldier was sick in one of the camps of 
* /lrglnla Regiment when a Union soldier crept into the 
to stca 1 provisions, thinking the cabin was empty. The 

. . r crorled to the door after him and shot him. 

■j fit nor, John Yeager, died December 2, 1861, and was 


-O ».» »• been polnoned. 

, • r ; r i nor 1862 the Confoderutes broke camp on 
■ *■■■ y. t mo o'clock the same night ol' ti.eir leaving 
.n\t < n a t r o or throe other mon net flro to the commissary 

3 y - Ittng every other cabin. .'..y mother jlead- 

* i - ! - r ’-u aeve on ao «a to bo used for stables and out- 
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v. - Mings, but they told her she should be thankful they were 
_ ot burning the house. The 52nd and 31st Virginia Re & imont 
, unr)g were completely destroyed, but a few of the other cabins 


were 


saved. 


.'.'hen the Confederates broke camp in the spring lt>62, 

-y brother.:, .Yill and Henry ieager, Crawford .-.rbogast and otners 
went with them, Will and Henry joining Company G. 31st Virginia 
Regiment, Earle's Division, Ewell’s Corps. 7/ill was kixj.ed 
Feb. b, a 865 at Hatcher’s Run near Petersburg, Virginia, and 
was buried there. Henry Yeager and V7. H. Hull were captured 
and made prisoners at Fort Steadman near Petersburg on March 25, 
1865, and taken to Point Lookout, Maryland. ' They were released 
alphabetically, W. H. Hull the early part of July, and Henry 

aoaetine later. _2 _ 

lifter so many of our own boys had joined the army, mail 
became an important item in the lives of those at home. All of 
;r vjII, as well as that of the neighbors, had to be gotten 
~ 1 -town, Virginia, eleven miles away, only one house being 

along the way. The person making the trip would bring 
* Tor all In the neighborhood. Practically every family had 
•one that belonged to them in the war. The boys, before 
decided that when any of thorn wrote a letter, they 

knew n ikI had aeon, so each family 
W-U h.or .. oft.n po..lt>l.. ll.il in tho.. d«y. ... not a 

1 “ »• no.. ond roo.lvln^ word, ho.ov.r i ndl , 

-MU b. . oo«o,i th. on.. ot hoo ,. -non our turn 

' h * . .. th. on. toot rod. horse- 
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v. -Mings, but they told her she should be thankful they were 
..it burning the house. The 52nd and 31st Virginia Re 6 xm oll t 
„ nrs were completely destroyed, but a few of the other cabins 

were saved. 

iVhen the Confederates broke camp in ihe spring lt>62, 

-y brothers, -ill and Henry Meager, Crawford .-^rbogast and otners 
went with them, Will and Henry joining Company G. 31st Virginia 
Regiment, Earle's Division, Ewell’s Corps. 7/ill was kixxed 
Feb. b, j. 865 at Hatcher's Run near Petersburg, Virginia, and 
wes buried there. Henry Yeager and W. H. Hull were captured 
ar.d made prisoners at Fort Steadman near Petersburg on March 25, 


1865, and taken to Point Lookout, Maryland. ' They were released 
alphabetically, W. H. Hull the early part of July, and Henry 
sotine later._ m ______ 


rtfter so many of our own boys hod joined the army, mail 

• -'s-.e an important item in the lives of those at home. All of 

.Ml, as well as that of the neighbors, had to be gotten 
-- I ’;;town, Virginia, eleven miles away, only one house being 
1 '"*tad along tho way. The person making the trip would bring 
’"-I for all In tho neighborhood. Practically every family had 
•'’one that belonged to them in the war. The boys, before 
decided that when any of them wrote a letter, they 
Motion tho on.. th.y know and had soon, so aach family 

* ‘1 fc.ar a. oft.n .. pon.lbl.. Uni! la tho.a days was aot a 

....ri.no. .. |* l, no*, and reoalvln, word. ho..,„ ^ 
-aid b. . .««» to t„. olios at homo. hh.n oar tarn 
' "'* ■“’ ll 1 ■"* “•'■oily tho oa. that rode horse- 
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Mclt on £he wakly trips to get it. I never vtas afraid, ex- 
oe pt when making the return trip. On the way home at every 
., rn m the road, I expected to meet an army of Yankees. 

L „ iTht 0 f the eleven miles was dense timberland, and looking 
back on it now, I believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
•'or those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 
alone, even though I usually went and came in a sweeping gal¬ 
lop. On one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years of age, later Mrs. James D. Kerr, made the trip. .after 
leaving^ several regiments of Union soldiers came by on their 
way to Hightown, and my mother knew that my sister would have 
to meet them on her way back. The hour came for her return, 
sundown and dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
long, anxious night, and we, children that we were, at least 
partly realized the hours of anxious suspense that my mother 
was going through. At daybreak she returned. She had met 
•- i Yankee soldiers about three o'dock in the afternoon, six 
• • * from home, at Lajirel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 

’.or orf .or horse, but the officer in command (think it was 

•• .. nshington Hull, from McDowell, Virginia) stepped 

' : ’ M Baying, "No, Lady, stay on your horse. You shall 

r <vi but vo shall have to delay your return home 

‘ ‘ r ' inr. .e mean to camp near here tonight and no 

lri ’’ rl d book." ..t sundown the officer sent a 
■'' e ' rS * rjth her lo Vllfong'a, three miles from home, he 

• r Guard outside ell night to make sure no word 

W * Oonfedw.ts •Oldisrs. t feytowk, h. rejoined 
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M0|[ 0D the weekly trips to get it. I never wes afraid, ex- 
00 pt when making the return trip. On the way home at every 
. - n in the road, I expected to meet an army of Yankees, 
t'i-l't of the eleven miles was dense timberland, and looking 
back on it now, I believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
•'or those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 
alone, even though I usually went and came in a sweeping gal¬ 
lop. On one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years of age, later Mrs. James D. Kerr, made the trip. ^fte 



leaving^ several regiments of Union soldiers came by on their 
way to Hightown, and my mother knew that my sister would have 
to meet them on her way back. The hour came for her return, 
sundown and dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
long, anxious night, and we, children that we were, at least 
partly realized the hours of anxious suspense that my mother 
*as going through. At daybreak she returned. She had met 
*. o Yankee soldiers about three o'dock in the afternoon, six 
from hone, at Lajirel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 
.or off aer horse, but the officer in command (think it was 
•• heo. nahington Hull, from McDowell, Virginia) stepped 
• -1 raying, "No, Lady, stay on your horse. You shall 
r l but vo shell have to delay your return home 

' 1 n ine:. .e noon to oarap near here tonight and no 

‘ M f '- 4Bl b0 oerrled book." sundown the officer sent a 

U ‘ “ or 10 Ulfong’a, three miles from home, he 

-»r -tending guard outside all night to make sure no word 
to Confederate eoldlers. At deybreok. ; ad 
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/iis regirae a '*'» rannie being given permission to return hone. 
Union soldiers sometimes made camp at Camp Bartow. 

.fter dark quite frequently mother would take one of us out 
where we could see down to Camp Bartow to see if any camp 
fires were lighted. If so, we knew they would pass our 
bouse about eight o'clock the next morning. We would then 
drive the stock over to Sugar Camp Ridge, so the Yankees would 
not take them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager and Henry 
ilfong guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, syrup, 
nests and other provisions would be buried elso. Years later 
;ugs of syrup were found and dug up. 

::other end Fannie knitted socks for Will and Henry 
•"tie in the ermy. Yankees were often passing- through, and 
'=t onejjf these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry, 
o'ner and I entered in time to see a iankee trying to make 
13 escape through the window with his arms full of provisions 
- 1 ‘ - prized -cnitted socks, with Pannie clinging frantically 
o ka, determined he should not have them. Those 


• from outaide laughed at their comrade's predicament 
o retuin the socks as well as the provisions, and yet 
• ' i'-'-e Mb bulnnoe on the high narrow window. Fannie was 
'** ou-. in the struggle for possession of the socks. 

in log rbognat, lutor Campbell, and I were visit- 
uot Holllnghoa who lived near Boye*. in 


mg f war 




.a, ... «r.„.j y go .n. by „ n4 pranlts play>4 

My tura.4 mto tr. g .d y . ... „ bout 


°ld at thla lino. 


° dro »»od in uniTorn, put 
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liis regiment, Fannie being given permission to return home. 

Union soldiers sometimes made camp at Camp Bartow. 

:fter dark quite frequently mother would take one of us out 
where we could see down to Camp Bartow to see if any camp 
fires were lighted. If so, we knew they would pass our 
house about eight o’clock the next morning. We would then 
drive the stock over to Sugar Camp Hidge, so the Yankees would 
not take them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager and Henry 
ilfong guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, syrup, 
-ests and other provisions would be buried also. Years later 
jugs of syrup were found and dug up. 

.’'.other and Fannie knitted socks for Will and Henry 
-"lie in the ermy. Yankees were often passing- through, and 
at one^of these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry. 

'otsex and I altered in time to see a Yankee trying to make 
1- escape through the window with his arms full of provisions 
- -e prized knitted socks, with Fannie clinging frantically 
•.-> ks, determined he should not have them. Those 
from outside laughed at their comrade's predicament 
to retain the socks as well as the provisions, and yet 
"•** la balance on the high narrow window. Fannie was 
in the atrugglo for possession of the socks. 

««« ^rbognat, later Campbell, and I were vlsit- 
«lt Matilda Nottingham who lived near Boyer. as in , * 


r r »*r 


rie« 




.ly .«> tr.g.dy go .Id. by .14., ond pronks pUy#4 

u, .... lnt0 tr . e<i(ly _ (| >or<> 

Year® old at thl• tine * * . 

* **• dr ®*»aod in uniform, put 
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fl r.un over our shoulder, and v.-ent out on the hill where we 
■ ng* Dave and Jim Kerr, who were not old enough to go to the 
arm y ( could see us. They spied us and, thinking we were 
suspicious characters, possibly Yankee spies, shouldered 
tl'.eir guns also and started our way. 77 e began to saunter 
in the direction of the house, but it was not long before we 
heard them cry, "Halt," which we „knew to do immediately. 

Only a short time before one of the pickets had cried,"Halt" 
to Jack Slayton. Not being quite normal mentally, ae became 
rrightened and did not obey the command. 1 can imagine 1 see 
them carrying him by our house now. 

Then the heavy fighting and cannonading, was being done 
in Richmond and other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 
on the ground and listen tu the rumble of the cannon. An¬ 
xiously we would wait for mail to hear if our boys were in 
*-'.ose battles and were safe. 

A t the close of the Civil War, Henry Arbogast Yeager 
held as a prisoner-of-was at Point Lookout, Maryland, and 
T . released, after taking the oath of allegiance to the United 
or: June 17, 1865. The prisoners were released alpha- 
•-eU :»iily, „nd Henry Yeager realized too late to be released 
■ "J", ns the original spelling of Yeager was with a "J", 

• r ognn culling himself "Roager" instead of Yeager. 

' >•« - a rinnlly rnlooned it was under "R" as Henry A. Reager 
* ttl C<x»d oero to sign it "He fity A. Yeaear" . is is 

' . :.o photostat oopy on file in Virginia state Library, 

ln i.ashlngt 

c Their *r*ten wee not as i 
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ruU over our shoulder, and went out on the hill where we 
■ n0 B Dave and Jim Kerr, who were not old enough to go to the 
arffl y | could see us. They spied us and, thinking we were 
suspicious characters, possibly Yankee spies, shouldered 
ti.eir guns also and started our way. »e began to saunter 
in the direction of the house, but it was not long before we 
heard them cry, "Halt," which we fJ knew to do immediately. 

Only a short time before one of the pickets had cried,"Halt" 
to Jack Slayton. Not being quite normal mentally, ue became 
rrightened and did not obey the command. 1 can imagine 1 see 
them carrying him by our house now. 

."hen the heavy fighting and cannonading, was being done 
In Richmond and other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 
on the ground and listen tu the rumble of the cannon. An¬ 


xiously we would wait for mail to hear if our boys were in 
those battles and were safe. 

^t the close of the Civil War, Henry Arbogast Yeager 
*--s held as a prisoner-of-was at Point Lookout, Maryland, and 
' . released, after taking the oath of allegiance to the United 
■ or. June 17, 1865. The prisoners were released alpha- 
• •• ’•-iy, and Henry Yeager realized too late to be released 
"J", ms the original spelling of Yeager was with a "J", 

1 •'* o.-. A calling himself "Hoager" instead of Yeager. 

■ » t finally rnlonood It was under "R** as Henry A. Reager 
• ul too* good Mare to sign It "Henty a. Yoaeor" . i’his is 
- photo*tot • Iibrary, 

J-.. •ashingtoa> 0, 0., 
Their eyetern sea not as ironcl : 
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i'n J. W. Mathews served In the war between the states. He 
always expressed a desire to be buried in a Confederate Uniform 
and according to his wish his body was drawn to the grave In a two- 
horse wa^on. 'He was born in Pocahontas County In 1839 and at the age of 
21 he enlisted as a private in Co. 125th Virginia Infantry and saw 
service in many of the historic battles of the Civil War. He was one 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Charls ston S. C. been placed with 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal defense and the 

• 

attacking Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this attack¬ 
ing army. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discovered in time 

1 

to avert any casualties. He died in Greenbrier County in 1930. 

Wednesday Oct. 10, 1934 Kathew John KcHeel celebrated this nineteenth 
birthday at the old McNeel homestead where there has a John XcKeel 
reside:: since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Civil War 
and = aw arduous and honorable service. He is the last remaining member 

of Captain W. L. Mcneels' Company of soldiers.-Pocahontas Times 

No where in the mountains were the Confederate States more solidly 
• Jpported then in the Greenbank community in fact there was hardly a 
man found in the whole community. The first year of the war 1861, 
’nr.d.r.t. Company "0" of the Virgin. 31st Regiment mustered 

•o ■ .a .ar,le. 53 .11 volunteers. In the second year of the war company 
. ' > ' 1 * U ,1X r » et «™.pt J .«. Hughes „„ Robert 

r«b.r f ., ( P««‘l«Uy all from the Greenback Strict. Company 0 . 

81M R * 8tm,nt th. 4th Brigade Of Ston.„U J.ok.ona 
” .nd *r»y under th. command of Robert I. L„. Th . D„ lon aolii.r. 

,h * ,r 0O • Ul ' , t,U * h *" they »*<> to confront th. Slat 

.u. " ° r 0- to th. f.ot that th. imp... ... , 

* tUbb °n» and Irresistible. , 
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CIVIL WAR 

Captain J. w » Mathews served in the war between the states. He 
v f -< q^-A-ays expressed a desire to be buried in a Confederate Uniform 
a'id according to his wish his body was drawn to the grave in a two- 
horse wagon.'He was born in Pocahontas County In 1839 and at the age of 
21 he enlisted as a private in Co. 125th Virginia Infantry and saw 
service in many of the historic battles of the Civil War. He was one 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Charleston S. C. been placed with 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal defense and the 

• 

attacking Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this attack¬ 
ing army. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discovered in ti^e 

I 

to avert any casualties. He died in Greenbrier County in 1930. 

•■ednesday Oct. 10, 1934 Mathew John KcNeel celebrated this nineteenth 
birthday at the old McKeel homestead where there has a John Me Neel 
resided since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Civil War 
ar.d saw arduous and honorable service. He is the last remaining member 

° f ' ap;aln W * L « kneels' Company of soldiers.-Pocahontas Times 

N ° Wher ® ln the mountains were the Confederate States more solidly 
exportsd then in the Greenbank community in fact there was hardly a 

' '™ nd ln the whole community. The first year of the war 1861, 

'nr.d.r.t. Veteran. Company "0" of the Virgin!, Slat Reclment mustered 

^ “’ r ’ IC * 63 * U VOlunt,er ' e - In th « yuar of the »ar comoany 

^ *U *1* ft tall exo.pt J.me, dufhe. „„ Robert 

* nf ’ r# Pr * CtlC>Uy #U from th0 Greenbank District. Company G. 

»<■ th. r.„, Jl.t Regiment of th. 4th Brlged. of Stone.,11 J.oX.one 

* ' ‘ r "' W *’ r th * COnl ' Mn ' J ° f Kob,rt *■ L «a- The Union aoldier. 

•< that they could al.ay. t.u «h.n they had to confront th. a.t 
» of dtonaveH*, rl ..de. due to th. feet that th. Imp... 
end Irresistible. 








John l!. Lightner was first Lieutanant in this Company 


from Hunt er svi lie. 

The third Company formed ras that of Captain Arbogast at 
Sreenbank. It too, was attached to the 3*st Virginia Infantry. 
Captain Arbogast was afterward promoted to Major of the reg¬ 
iment. Lieutenant H. 11. Poague of Pocahontas County but serving 
in a rath County Company was killed in action at Warrenton 
Virginia, October 12 IS 63 . 

Lieutanant James McLaughlin, of Captain Stofer's Company 
from .-.untersville was wounded at Shepnerdstown ana died at 
Jincnester, Virginia. The loss was considerable on both 
Eiaes. Among that of the Confederates was that of Captain 

Ar.derson of the Lynchburg Artillery and Captain J. C. Whitmer 
of the Pocanontas Rifles. 

In the Civil War the first engagement which occurred in 
Pocahontas County was at Camp Bartow on what is known as the 
reter Yeager farm known ag Traveler's Repose _ Late ^ ^ 

“ °' 1661 * Oonf —fo-e « collected at this point 
• • Of the first Georgia Infahtry, Col. Bamsey coa . ' 

nfi l "' t ” lfth ° eorcl8 - Edward Johnson in 

nr " 45 th **** virFinu ln,tlntr,, ’ ooi ° nei l. 

- .no Colonel H.n„bro'. Battalion, the ChureiviU. 

=:rr- 

Henry L. °°' ra,,nd «>f 

Oo the lUtr. of 0#pte«b« r , 1 to . . . .was 

^ one., of 0 * U 

»« Sosecrans 
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John U. Lightner was first Lieutanant in this Company 
froo Hunt er svi lie. 

The third Company formed ras that of Captain Arbogast at 
Creer.bank. It too, was attached to the 31st Virginia Infantry. 
Captain Arbogast was afterward promoted to Major of the reg¬ 
iment. Lieutenant H. 11. Poague of Pocahontas County but serving 
in a rath County Company was killed in action at v7arrenton 
Virginia, October 12 1S63. 

Lieutanant James McLaughlin, of Captain Stofer's Company 
from .-untersville was wounded at Snepherastown ana died at 
Tin one s ter, Virginia. The loss was considerable on both 
Eices. Among that of the Confederates was that of Captain 

Ar.derson of the Lynchburg Artillery and Captain J. C. Whitmer 
of the Pocanontas Rifles. 

In the Civil Ifar the first engagement which occurred in 
Pocahontas County was at Camp Bartow on what is known as the 
Peter Yeager f OT known as Traveler's Repose. Late in the 

~ 1861 8 ° 0nrederate — collected at this point 

-nci.-.ed of the first Georgia Infantry, Col. Ramsey co- 
-.Olnv; t „l fth Georgia, Oolonel Edtvard ^ 

th. ,1st Tlr.lnu Infantry, Colonel W1UU. L. 

;r ‘r * 1 

... " "r:'”.—-»"• —.» ... 


_ - r * ''«"raanaeti bv the 

SLirsr-""—--i-- 




T e firing began early in the morning and continued until 
night-fall when the Federals withdrew and fell back to Cheat 
fountain summit. The Confederate loss was tnirty-six killed. 
That of the Federals unknown. A few days later the Confed¬ 
erates fell back to Camp Allegneny, and after being reinforced 
by two regiments, one of which was the R2nd Virginia Infantry, 
under Colonel John Baldwin, they fortified a strong natural 
position. Here in December they were again attacked by the 
Federals and the engagement continued throughout the day, but 
terminated as had‘the first, in the repulse of the Federals. 


EATTLE OF RICH MOUNTAIN 


On the 23 rd day of June 1S61 General McClellan assumed 
command of the Federal forces in Western Virginia and began 
a series of movements which met with no successful resistance 
>mtl l the were compelled to retreat beyond the moun- 

-ain-.. he marched against General Pegrim who with a force 
of 4-000 infantry had taken up a strong position on Rich Moun- 
-*ln which ii also known by that name in Pocahontas County. 

• ’ r * r * »ent 2500 men and a battery of artillery to resist the 
Mt.no. of Roaecrana. Thay wore the first to reach the top 
°t the Uounlaln and here the Federals were preeted by a die- 

“* r Ar,llJar ’' •»« their advance oheeked.feon they were 
.•inforr.d by an Indian. recent. * .her*. ... nad9 alon? 

" Un# - ™ ** «d at once bepan 

* retreat. F n 

* • contain at,.*, .Uh the d.ad ... „ , 

l “ e wounded. 





T .e firing began early in the morning and continued until 
nicht-fall when the Federals withdrew and fell back to Cheat 
Mountain summit. The Confederate loss was thirty-six killed. 
That of the Federals unknown. A few days later the Confed¬ 
erates fell back to Camp Allegheny, and after being reinforced 
by two regiments, one of which was the 52nd Virginia Infantry, 
under Colonel John Baldwin, they fortified a strong natural 
position. Here in December they were again attacked by the 
Federals ana the engagement continued throughout the day, but 
terminated as had‘the first, in the repulse of the Federals. 


EATTLE OF RICH MOUNTAIN 


On the 23rd day of June 1S61 General McClellan assumed 
command of the Federal forces in Western Virginia and began 
a series of movements which met with no successful resistance 
until the gcdofeh were compelled to retreat beyond the moun¬ 
tain-. he marched against General Pegrim who with a force 
**000 infantry had taken up a strong position on Rich Moun¬ 
tain w.lch le also known by that name in Pocahontas County. 

' -rira :ent 2500 men and a battery of artillery to resist the 
of Rooecrane. They were the first to reach the top 
° f t.-.a Mountain and here the Federals were rreetea by a dis- 
-•«r. of miliary and their advance oh.olred.ioon they were 
^forced by an Indian, recent. A char,. w, 8 ,„„ de al 

I'! ‘'" l ” l,n# - T -* and .t once bepan 


retreat. 

T e moot. tain -at strewn with the dead 


a:i J the wounded. 







1*0 being burned on the field. Fegrim finding no way of 
escape a few days later surrendered hie entire forces 

prisoners of war. 

General R. E. Lee in ?fest Virginia . 

General kxx2. Lee, the ablest officer in Virginia, 
serened ax t.;e head of 9000 men against General Reynolds 
wao was lyinsr with a considerable force at Cheat Mountain. 

Tne attack was made on the l4th of September and after sev¬ 
eral? ..ours severe fighting Lee was forced to retreat, leaving 
100 dead upon t..e field. 

Anon- the dead was Colonel John Tashington, a recent 
r rietor of Mount Vernon. Lee's army halted on the banks 
t..e Greenbrier river and began to entrench itself. General 
Reynold b, after receiving re-enforcements set out on the 2 nd 
October from Cheat Mountain with a force of 5000 men to 
■*:ve Lee from hie position. Colonel Kimball with the l4th 
■ a led tne advance while General ifilroy, with a portion 
5f brigade was to deploy to the left, drive in the pickets 
■ rce lit Confederates within the entrenchments. 

At dayllrht he/ arrived at Greenbrier bridge and found i 
Cr A croirp-e wac made, tne bridge carried and a cross- 

• ** *ffeoted. *’oen began an artillery duel wnloh fairly 
* 1 '• *urrounding mountain.. Soc S| of Loo , e 

"" dtaabUd and M again retreated. T,e Federal Loss 
#;rul billed and tnlrty-two 

? Borgia tlt4 ?000 aen 


wa s 


u. loft Oonoral Jahnoon 


on t..e numuit of t,li. All 
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1*0 being burned on the field. Fegrim finding no ray of 
escape a few days later surrendered his entire forces 

prisoners of war. 

Gener a l R. E. Lee in ?fest Virginia . 

General xxxE. Lee, the ablest officer in Virginia, 
marched at tne nead of 9000 men against General Reynolds 
wno was lying with a considerable force at Cheat Mountain. 

Tne attack was made on the l4th of September and after sev- 
erals ..ours severe fighting Lee was forced to retreat, leaving 
100 dead upon t..e field. 

Among x'ne dead was Colonel John Tashington, a recent 
r rietcr of Mount Vernon. Lee's army halted on the banks 
:f t..e Greenbrier river and began to entrench itself. General 
Reynold b, after receiving re-enforcements set out on the 2 nd 
cf October from Cneat Mountain with a force of 5000 men to 
-rive Lee from his position. Colonel Kimball with the l4th 
L'.dl&'.a led tne advance while General L'ilroy, with a portion 
of •*' brigade was to deploy to the left, drive in the pickets 
• force t; e Confederates within the entrenchments. 

At dayllrht he/ arrived at Greenbrier bridge and found it 
'a cnarge was made, tne bridge carried and a cross- 
V effected. * on began an artillery duel whioh fairly 

* to eurrounding mountain.. So a « of Lee , s 

KM * nd Tne Federal Lobs was 

il.d and ti.lrty-two wounded. Lee left OttiM) t 
, _ ue, *eral Jonnson 

^eo»KU eli 


li ’* WOO aen on t..e «um»ii of the 


A1legneni#e, 
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*** continued his march to Staunton. miroy marched 
against Johnson, taking with him the 13th Indiana and 
two other regiments. On the l 5 th of December he reached 

Camp Allegheny where he found the Confederates etron E ly 

fortified. 

An engagement took place, the results of which were 
not afvantageous to either side, the loss being 130 on both 
sides. Milroy withdrew and fell back to Cheat Mountain. 



Above all taken from Hardesty's Encyclopedia . 
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“ !lttaued hla mar °h to Staunton. Kilroy marchefl 
against Johnson, taking with him the 13th Indiana and 
two other regiments. On the l 5 th of December he reached 

Caap Allegheny where he found the Confederates strongly 

fortified. 

An engagement took place, the results of which were 
not afvantageous to either side, the loss being 130 on both 
sides. Milroy withdrew and fell back to Cheat Mountain. 



Above all taken from Hardesty's Encyclopedia . 
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A part of the Confederate fortifications at Camp Bartow 
at Travelers Repose. Two cannons were stationed here. 
This and several others a re st ill to he found on this 
battle field. _ _ 


TrnV " loro it is today. The only refular 
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A part of the Confederate fortifications r.t Canp Bartow 
at Travelers Repose. Two cannons wore stationed here. 


This and several others are still to be found on this 


battle field 
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Pocahontas County 
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‘ l " e ° U, “° h 1,1 th ° ordinal building TO1 

fraouoan.. de.troy.d during the ««l War. Br . B . ..Beat 
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1. =uoh an It ... rebuilt by Peter Yeager after tb 
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CHAPTliB 4 --SECTION 4b - 3 


I ere 1 


, #nv of our citizens were arrested during the war for being sympathizers 


,, cue side or the other. The following are e few of the names 1 have been 
R tle to find. Also some v;ere killed for their beliefs. 

Thorns Galford was a pronounced Confederate sympathizer and was i regarded 
ns a dangerous citizen to be at large in war times, he was arrested by a 
etachnent of Ini on soldiers under Captain kelson ir ay, sent to Gamp °hase where 


i.e uiea ouriu b the var. 

John Smiti of Stony Creel: was a Union sympathizer. He was arrested by the 
Confederate militia, but was proven not danrerous and was released on parole. He 
died before be pot bad: home. 

Richard Auldridge was a Confederate sympathizer and was killed. His two 
sons were in the southern army. The one son, John Auldridge was killed at 
ettysburp. The other son, Allen Auldridge, was discharged as a brave and 

ftit.-.ful soldier. 

Josial beard v;as taken rrisoner by Federal troops near the end of the 

»r, though he was past 70 years of age. Something was said to rouse his ire, 

*he challenged the whole squad to single combat. 

>.iry Arbogest vms a sincere, decided but harmless sympathizer with the 

0i “'“e- "ban lent soon alive he and his neighbor Lli buzzard were in 

4r '- e of • sqt.ed ol' persono claiming to be oonl'eaeratt scouts. a f ew Qays 

■ : .-ro. ti.eaa Uo civilians were found dead near the roaoside, aoout half 

" t,n t '* lr horM “nd Frost. From the attitude in which 

found It is inferred that he died in the net of prayer. 

‘ i. orr. lived mar F.drey. Fa waa greatly rrsreoted. "is sym- 

. ' ‘ e ** «« «>l*d »t ..ha, - th« war. 

r «*»J Uriaaa *Ut«ry of focal.intaa) 
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CHAFTKR 4 --SSCTION 4b - 3 


Bnv 0 r our citizens were arrested during the war for being sympathizers 
o:.c side or the other. The following are a few of the tames 1 have been 
able to find. Also some v.-ere killed for their beliefs. 

Thorns Galford vms a pronounced Confederate sympathizer and v.-as, regarded 
„ a dangerous citizen to be at large in war times, he was arrested by a 
eiachnant of Inion soldiers uuaer Captain kelson rray, sent to uar.p °hase where 
i»e uied ourint, the v.ar. 

John omit! of 3tony Creel: was a Union sympathizer, he was arrested by the 
Confederate militia, but was proven not dangerous and was released on parole, he 


died before he pot back hone. 

Richard Auldridge was a Confederate sympathizer and was killed, his two 
sons were in the southern army. The one son, John Auldridge was killed at 
ettysturc. The other son, Allen Auldridge, was discharged as a brave and 

fait.'.ful soldier. 

Joaiar. beard vms taken rrisoner by Federal troops near the end of the 
*r, though he was past 70 years of age. Something was said to rouse his ire, 
» -•: he challen.red the whole squad to single combat. 

>; ‘ r y Arbogast vms a sincere, decided but harmless sympathizer with the 
'.lor. ci. me. When last Beer, alive he and his neighbor Lli buzzard were in 
%r * ot • of persons oluiming to be oonleuerate scouts. a f ev Q6vs 

'' tr “ ,rM l '* ,# Uo civilians were found dead near the roaoside, aoout half 
1 • t-.ir here, at Glade Hill and Frost. From the attitude in which 

r<wn4 U ’ '■ dlid in the not of prayer, 

•orra lived rear Bdrey. ?• was greatly rosrnotad. ‘is aym- 

-r. «|tt Da "Mon adharanta. and h. died at ..l.ocHn,- duri, r . the war. 
tea* Hi.Hry of Pocahontas) 
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jcorfa turner was a Jacksonian democrat, and strange to say one of the 
Pocahontas secessionists, so intense his devotions to state rights 

had beoore. 

(The question of secession was the main issue in Pocahontas, l.any 
had already freed their slaves because they did not believe in 
slavery, yet they did not believe in setting them all free at once.) 

Jacob Slaven lived on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. I.any 
people traveled this route, and the home of Jacob Slaven was well known as a 
P^ace of hospitality. Governor Joe Johnson and Stonewall Jackson mve stopped 
here to enjoy trout and venison. Everything seemed prosperous and pleasant 
with Jacob Slaven until the* terrible ravages o1 war laid his home in ashes, ana 
exiled tie ..a ;y inmates. 

. t. . itccs i .i t;.t county were so ravaged by war as was upper Pocahontas. 
Prom - Prices* mi story. 

Irrerular Tier fare - bushwhacking. In the srring of 1862 with the regular 
swept oxit of the county, the irrerular fighters began to cause trouble. 

■ a- celled them gorillas at first, but later coined the word bushwhackers. 
it was the curse of a brave and impetuous people, such as are to be found in 
' • mountains that they could not help taking part in the fighting whether they 
sworn in or not. They carried guns like city men carry canes, and they 
r -r. one ride or the other according to their convictions. 

■ lroy in a letter to Gon. T. - . S. Hosecrans wrote on Varch 18, 1862. This 
ii the day for drafting of the militia of Pocahontas and Highland 
R*. ‘any eitltene to onci, r o draft wore hiding in the mountains and trying 

••••!'•. *• veii hera yesterday* 

«-rc. lath .Urey wrot. t,tl 04 r.lu 0 act Xru,. ioua^.tun a..a ..inland 
'“"MViUHimw,, to.., arnica inu .. r.i-el on.vj , lL tl , ,. u „ 

“' ** t* U ar * uroh -Mot .lire, reported refuge*. 
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fC .-,-e Burner was e Jacksonian democrat, and strance to say one of the 

, Pocahontas secessionists, so intense his devotions to state rights 

orir J,,8J • • 

Fad lecere. 


^Thc question of secession was the main issue in Pocahontas, hany 
had already freed their slaves because they did not believe in 
slavery, yet they djd not believe in setting them all free at once.) 

Jacob Slaven lived on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike, l.any 
reople traveled this route, and the home of Jacob Slaven was well known as a 
place of hospitality. Governor Joe Johnson and Stonewall Jackson lave stopped 
here to enjoy trout and venison. Everything seemed prosperous and pleasant 
with Jacob Sleven until the* terrible ravages of v;ar laid his home in ashes, ana 


t; t • .& j J~ iri.'.£.b6S • 

- t. . itccs i.i -:.c county were so ravages by war as was upper Pocahontas. 
rror. - Prices' nistcry. 

Irrt-uler T.'erfare - bushwhacking. In the spring of 1862 with the regular 
trcorns swept out of the county, the irregular fighters began to cause trouble. 

I celled them, gorillas at first, but later coined the word bushwhackers. 

It was the curse of a brave and impetuous people, such as are to be found in 
‘ t rounteins that they could not help taking part in the fighting whether they 
' * <sworn in or not. They carried guns like city men carry canes, and they 

--i one tide or the other according to their convictions, 
llroy in a letter to G C n. TJ. S. Rosecrans wrote on larch 18, 1662. This 
• re* so*, ss the dey for drafting of the militia of Focahontas and Highland 

• ». -ny eitiscr. to oocaro draft wore hiding in the mounts ins and trying 
-•van have arr veil here yeeterday. 

*««,. letl. . ilroy wrote ti.ut u4 relumes iru, iwosi.wi.us a,.a galena 


e w i.ii to esbeja tain., dralttu into u.v rebel 


16 t» u yrs 


i-ri yj that ui.o peualty 


t.su.at,. arch 31et . ilroy reported refugees 
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Ti ii day 1! trrivid fro- foenhontts find reported that the 


J , .. , to cone. 

• ’ * _ — -* ~—r~ j 

;f .. r es*reut still continued. 

ATil 4, lb62 General Y.illiar. Skeen wrote to Confederate headquarters 
thtt t „ cse men that Virginia had'authorized to organize as regulars for the 
l;v . e defense v.ere devastating the country nuu nee killed tiirea citizens of 
/ocai.oatas and stolen la horses, xie complainec of tiien. as oituerly as oid the 
.-trJtral generals. 

he ruler troors were withdrawn after the cattle of Top Allegheney. Then it 
-re hundreds of able-bodied -en too’- ur er-s to defend themselves, and there 
were uneasy tines. 

Soldiers at home on furlough responded to appeal for assistance and 
little armies would spring up in a day, have a skirmish, and disband as 
cuic.ly as t: ey had cone together. It was but an echo of the minute men of 
e revolution. The battle of buncan's Lar.e v:as the largest battle fought in 
•ocahontas bv these troops and furlough soldiers, though there was continual 
sraller skirmishes. 

The courts did not meet and the citizens suffered from the needs of soldiers 
cf both armies and from the irregular troops. It is certain that nowhere in the 
country -..as there more peril to inhabitants than in ti.e county of rocahout&s. Ir.is 
•r -a- to {.reat cecuuse of trie division of sentiment. 

-’ron. - best Virginia blue nook lo2b 
- * r« re. a skirmish at her1ins Bottom April 19, 1664, Captain J. W. 

' c * 13tb Virginia Cavalry came upon a company of Federal soldiers 

- ' • • ' i. -mmu, and chased them north toward Edray. 

LAST bATTlE 


lMt battle of the Civil war was fought at brandy Hallow near Huntersville, 
•• thvttfe on the Uth day of ■ ay lbGb. 




'* * * * Jt * M f0Ur>,t th * tth Ohio Cavalry and a portion of 

• **"**« T-cr returnl, t *lr home. tfW th, aurrander. 

' ,V>1 U * i ' lu « - by Andrew brio. 
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l! is day K arrived from Pocahontas find reported that the 


fC* » IB u#toceM _ ^ .. 

. r . r es»rent still continued. 

A ril 4, lb6Z General Miliar Skeen wrote to Confederate headquarters 
xhtl thM e men that Virginia had‘authorized to organize as regulars for the 
.. defense were devastating the country auu sac killed tnree citizens ci 
iocai.outas a ..a stolen lb horses, xie c ample in eu of then. as Bitterly as cic tne 
.-tatral generals. 

Herular troors were withdrawn after the cattle of Top Allegbeney. Then it 
_ r , hundreds of able-bodied ~en too'- urn er-s to defend themselves, end there 
vere uneasy times. 

Soldiers at home on furlough responded to appeal for assistance and 
little armies would spring up in a day, have a skirmish, and disband as 
ouickly as t': ey had come together. It was but an echo of the minute men of 
v a --.evolution. The battle of buncan 1 s Lar.e was the largest battle fought in 
7ccE:.ontes by these troops and furlough soldiers, though there was continual 
sreller skirmishes. 

The courts did not meet and the citizens suffered from the needs of soldiers 
cf both armies and from the irregular troops. It is certain that nowhere in the 
country -..as there more peril to inhabitants than in the county of mocahontas. Ir.is 
so (jrt&t oeci-ust of tne division ol sentiment. 

From - best Virginia blue nook lb2b 
* :,rr 6 6-Jrriah at ’>rllas Bottom Arril la, 1664, Captain J. T.. 

' e * ’ " e ir,th Virginia Cavalry care upon a company of Federal soldi 

•- -Ity unknown, and chased them north toward Edray. 
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last Settle of the CM] war «, fought at brandy hallow near Huntersville. 
' ' - •'' nwe.t on the 16th day of l»y 186b. 
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citizens, and was familiar with the county in the vicinity. 
Immediately following'the fight, and while Averill was still in 
pursuit of Jackson, Colonel Karris dispatched guards through the 
ocuntry north of Beverly, who arrested quite a large number of 
citisens, all of whom were peaceable, law-abiding men--good citizens 
T'. ey were marched into Beverly and formed in line near the old 
courthouse. Colonel Karris then walked along the front of the line 
ar.d put this question to each one separately: "Are you a Union 
ran?'' ‘‘Then the answer was directly in the affirmative, the man was 
passed. ..lien the answer was, "Ily sentiments are with the South," 
cr its eouivelant, Harris ordered the person giving such answer to 
take two steps forward. Several of those in line, in reply to the 
question, stated that they were "Constitutional Union men"; of 
these latter were Lennox Camden, a brother of Judge G. D. Camden, 
ana Charles Russell, the latter, a late leading merchant and ’ 

■■.ell known throughout the county, and who was a Union man. This 
answer evidently, in the opinion of Harris, did not constitute 
efficient loyalty, for in each instance where this answer was 
given, such person was ordered to take the two steps to the front 
hen :am„ had finished his cuestionine, there were thirteen in the 
• hvanced line. The number in this instance in the course o' tine 
proved to be a frightful exemplification of all that has ever been 

" l ° “ ^ th ° ,my 0f b0il * - -» or disaster by those 

superstition. The thirteen were immediately sent under 

at Fort Deim ™ r °- *— 

^ ^ ' ° htrl ”‘ ”• ». Cap linger 

"’Jr 6 * 0O,,linC,r ' Jr - . .chn cZh 

' IhllU,, I,ner> *“«» CUenoweth, William 01>o# , 


■ 11 tm 



S' w r 
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■ a.ry , and Allen Isner. 


The public at the tine attributed these arrests to Harris’s 
intense hatred of Southern sympathizers and his chagrin and anger at 
Jackson's having reached the immediate vicinity of Beverly without 
'-is knowledge, and especially as Jackson had made announcement o_ 
his intended coming several months in advance; all of which Harris 
realized constituted a severe reflection upon the commander of the 
rest in not having been more alert, and in allowing himself to be 
this surprised; and which, but for the miscarraiage of Jackson's 
orders to Colonel Dunn, would have resulted in the probable capture 
:f himself and his entire command; and also, the further fact that 
Jackson had succeeded in withdrawing his troops and escaping without 
arterial loss, all of which was intensified bj' the rebuke and crit¬ 
icism administered by C-eneral Averill, his superior officer. Averill 
.eir.r a T.’est Point graduate, had no special admiration for civilian 
officers like Harris. 

-here is little doubt that Harris was smarting under Averill «s 
~ cions, and especially as Averill attributed his own failure 
- ;.f not to capture, Jackson's command to Harris's fail- 

.. . :-j him (Averill) in time. Averill, in his official 
, ca;•::: ’Mind Colonel Harris furnished me with timely warn- 
< : roach of the enemy, I should have killed, cnpttired, 

■ 'fl c t. r- o<at land. As it was, he received but a 
ht 

. , .,n :••■*/« ml ooonaions, moot strenuous efforts were 
n release t r those non from Port Delaware, where 
•> r# <1 ti shsep. The public generally knew thev were 



*r.r* i.ry 



vr.ocent of an;* charge; a number of them v:ere influential non; 

-t all efforts were without avail until virtually half of them 
•.:u died in prison. When finally the survivors, seven in number, 
•..ere released, one of them, Lennox Camden, died before reaching 
hone. Another, Philip Isner, died a few days after reaching home. 
Smith Crouch and John Crouch died very scon afterwards. The three 
survivors, Charles W. Russell, Thomas 3. Caplinger, and George 
Caplinger, were so broken in health as to suffer from the effects 
:f their incarceration and treatment to the day of their demise. 

Harris had, prior to the war, been a country doctor, prac- 
Ticed in -‘itchie County (now '.Vest Virginia) and later, located in 
’ler.ville in the same State. After he became identified with the 
'..or. cause, he became intensely partisan. In those daj's intense 
; -riisanship was the stepping-stone, for many, to promotion. Karri 
risen to the rank of colonel of the 10th Virginia (Federal) 

: l-.er.t, as stated. This regiment contained many good men, and 
• ho ietested "arris. Kis unpopularity was such that while 
.'nod at ~ overly, he was shot at one night by some of his reg- 
r.o ullot passing through his whiskers. Of this I was 

',r.' cC .iis commissioned officers. Elevated to the ^r'-'k 
, "arris scorned to have become obsessed with an exalted 
'- « ' rot lnenoe that such an appointment carried with it 
• \ or.ed nt overly, a long time. Having the power of a 
• . r- .urn rrach dreaded, especially Qs he seemed ever ready to 

ii* oar to the unreliable and d table who approached 
tholr “otchboro, and which resulted generally 
** * nwl UVrtoonoont of thooe so roported. It w 

?or to r#OAU *° ond I presume it is equally 



true of others, the number of citizens of the count-/, or their 

..n...es, '.ho Mere, during the viar, arrested and sent under guard 

...ilitary prisons of the Uorth, many of them by Harris— 

generally without cause and without any specific charge being 

made Snow to them, and many of whom did not live to return to 
their homes. 
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NOVEMBER 6, iS63 

BY CAi>T. E.ft. HOWfcllY 
EVENTS AND DATES PRECEEDIUG BATTLE 

wv 1,-1863—Gon. W. V/. Avoroll left Beverly, Yfost Va 
\ v! 5, 1863—Gon. A. N. Duffic left Charleston, W. Va 
; v> 5 ] 1863--Gen. John Echols occupied Droop Mounted 

Number of troops engaged (Union)-4700 

Number of troops (Confederate)-3950 

Number killod (Union)-130 

Number killed (Confederate)-400 

Troops from Ti'cst Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Penn¬ 
sylvania took part in the battle. 


The Battle of Droop 
1 (untair was fought Nov- 
Icnbcr oth, 18c3 between 
jr Bai on Jc rr. e s, c ommnndod 
by -rig. Gen. ml lima 17. 
■ .S. jjrey, and 

Confederate ero ps under 
Bgc of Brig. Gon. 

Ijahr. Echols, C.S. -Irry. 

One ;f chc reasons for 
I tfn ■coring of these two 
BpreVirginia 
; The 

fccetern r a-t cf Virginia 
1 ^ - - -d by people 

■P * 5 ‘‘-f' ir. favor of tho 
Won, co Juno 20th, 1863 
[tac eld state of Virginia 
I?® 0 '.iTided into Virg¬ 


in the vicinity cf Zlkins 
mid near Chaalc ston sepa¬ 
rated. Also winter ’./as 
coming and the Confeder¬ 
ate forces had to bo 
drawn out sc that the 
lino could be maintained. 
The Southern creeps were 
living off cf tho councry 
and tho pao la were insi¬ 
sting that aid be sent to 
them. 

On October 2'th, Gon. 
Benjamine Kelly, U.S.Anny 
order;d General Avcrell 
who at that time was 

stationed at Bcverly, v /orrfc 
Virginia, to move to 
Leiisturg and capture or 
drive vt/ny any Confod.- 
r .t forces stationed in 
fch t vicinity; ;.l s< to 
join forces with General 
Duffio who lift Charles¬ 
ton November 3rd, 1863 
• 6:00 A.II. for Lewis- 
burg. After a junction of 
MO forceu, they w re 
* move to Union V». J . md 
11 tenor to Virginia and 
noasoo rt.R., a- i>’bl;n 
’ tlon nd doatrey t.i i 
railroad bridgg over N. v; 
Hivor. 

Oonrrul Avoroll mrv..d 
on thi 1st dny of Novcia- 
"i>d innod lately 
it-*tad gourtlln bands 
I «n 11 , t LohfM its of 


Confederate troops. Tho 
forces of Gen. Avcrol 
were able to push back 
all resistance and on No* 
vembor 5th, reached the 
town of HillsborOj'V. Va., 
about 5 miles from Droq? 
Mountain raid 33 milos 
from Levdsburg.Tho Union 
forces wero advisod that 
General Duffic would not 
rcaoh Lewisburg until 
Novombor 7th so didn't 
attack until tho morning 
of November 6th,1865. 

Tho plan of attack by 
the Union troops was as 
follows:ldth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry wore placed near 
tho Locust Cre-k bridge 
in sight of the Confede¬ 
rate lines, end kept 
moving around giving the 
appearance of starting 
towards tho Southerner 
lines. 

Keepers ba ctcry was 
placed on the hill abovo 
3oards Mill,and immedia¬ 
tely oponed fire on tho 
Confederate batteries on 
top of Droop Mountain 
about 8:00 A. L.Si von 's 
battery was placedto the 
left of the turn pike 
between Hillsboro * and 
Droop. Gibson's batallicn 
ana the famous 10th W.Va 
Infantry was held in re¬ 
adiness on the pike at 
Hillsboro. 

Tho 2nd, 3rd, and 6 th 
West Virginia liounted 
Infantry Reginonts were 
on the right of tho turn 
pika out of si gilt about 
two nilcs from tho base 

f 

Pit 26th Ohio Infiuitry 
wi th one company cf the 
1 ith :vnusylvniaCavr.l rv 
(about. 12d0 -un in all) 
wort sent oual.ng det¬ 
our to tho right via 
l.. holla to coin - e’er th'* 

J .cox ror.d and take Wv 


r 
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Another . thing that 
night have influoncod tho 
retroat was that Gen* Av¬ 
er ell did not wish to 
push tho Confederates too 
fast, as ho wanted Gen. 
Duffio to roach Lewisburg 
first and cut them off. 

The Confederates rot- 
re ate d on thru tho night 
and passed thru Lewisburg 
Gcnoral IXiffio, 
the town from 
Gonoral l)uffio 


8.3.*** 


just as Gcnoral 
cntcrod 
the west, 
captured a few stragglors 
and some equipment. 

Tho battlo wa's tho 
deciding, point in West 
Virginia. Aftor this tho 
entiro stato was in the 
hands of tho Nbrthorn 
armies* 

One very interesting 
part of Gcnoral -Echol’s 
report is quotodt'liy art¬ 
illery and trains were 
brought safely through 
with the exception*of ono 
brass Howitzer belonging 
ot Chapman* s battery, 
which ' broke completely 
down during the retreat 
so that it had to be left 
this offering the 'onomy 
the only trophy of which 
they can boast. 11 

This cannon is suppos¬ 
ed to have boon buried in 
tho swamp on Droop Moun¬ 
tain, but has r.ovor been 
£ound. For the sc whs 
visit tho Droop Mountain 
Battle Field, a largo map 
has been d-awn showing 
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her (5 eh, 1E63, tho flank- 
ing party that had boon 
sent via Lobelia, reached 
tho Confederate lines and 
immodi --;iy nttaflkcd. 

The ii.id, 3rd, and8th 
Kogimouts ijumodiatcly 
stortod a direct at tact 
up tho faca of Droop Mou¬ 
ntain. Thoy foired force 
with tho flanking party, 
and drovo tho Confodorato 
hook toward Lowioburg. | 

Duo to tho road being 
narrow tho Confodoratos 
'■loro In confusion-cavalry 
and Infantry all nixod 
. 

Coional Thompson wan 
in owrvind of tho roar 
ju-rd of tho Confodorato 
end it wt'.a through hi n 
■trong dofonso that tho 
Souttior.i troops Woro able 
tv withdraw without much 
loss tif life or oqulprvjii*. 


*—cs on the left 
his Bcvomont sta- 1 
tOO A.fa. end 
-i.dltione of the 
Ad net complete 
a until 1:45 P.M. 
position ni >.hc 
tors w .s as fol- 
. r. - riv^r re- d, 
lion i on tho 
■ » tho mountain 
- f * Union troops 
V- left, 22 qd 

Cavrlry unddr 
P • -or.| 1 Vth Vii*- 
. 
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PROOF MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD 


One of the hard fought battles of the Civil \7ar 
occurred at Droop Mountain, Pocahontas County, on November 
6 th, IS 63 , in which West Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate 
and Union participated. 

Droop Mountain is a very high elevation—3000 ft— 
overlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little 
Levels District of Pocahontas County and the far off pei ks 
of the Allegheny Mountains making it one of the most beauti¬ 
ful scenic spots in Test Virginia. 

Each Army fought for what it believed to be right 
'T.d nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody 
drama *ere Test Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and 
t animosity engendered by that conflict has passed away 
and universal peace reigns.. 

I..e scene spread out before us was one of indescribable 
. enchantment. Towering mountains, the smiling and 
.'it *. !;•. inr , the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing 
• r >■ ■ • of thf rugged mountain —nowhere in all our travels 
-■•r . * : :-ed r.uch scenic beauty or such a location for a 

Park. 

Prior to ti.ii tr-ttle there were no considerable Con- 
\r *< t ir .here in We* t Virginia except in Greenbrier 

>*y • i' l. tt fi • nl by the Confederates from its. head to 

-• foci. For 1 r ,.:rpo’e of dislodging theee Confederate 
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'•orces, General Averill was directed to march from Beverly, 

Vert Virginia to Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County, and ixxi 
it was while on this march he met the enemy at Droop 
fountain. The battle was there fought between the forces 
commanded by General Averill and the Confederate forces by 
General John Echols and Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop 
mountain is fourteen miles south of L'arlinton, the County 
seat, seven miles from Kill Point and four from Hillsboro. 

It is ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and 
twenty-four miles from Lewisburg. 

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop Mountain 
-ere composed of twelve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion 
and independent companies while the Union forces were composed 
of nine Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a 
light difference in the numbers composing the two armies. 

The 10th ^7est Virginia Infantry and the 23rd Ohio that com- 
- od t.e flanking party and did the principal fighting was 
ff1cially resorted as 1175 while the 22nd Virginia Infantry 
• federate was reported officially at 55 O soldiers strong 
23 rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong. Capt. Marshall 
!?■ 0.1 mounted cavalry, Capt Derringes Battalion 500 
1 Jcr ft ler battalion nnd other units composed a fine 
•iK&tlng force. 

Ar.otr.er p.>>» oe of the hi e-tor y of Droop Mountain is 
cf epecul inter®et. to reneon from analogy and from pre- 
:'.c ry r ,tP t r.t Droop 'ountnln has been a battle¬ 
field of to*# ^reniotorio race or by the earl y Indian tribes 
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of taerioa. Many wondtofui storle6 handed ^ 

journals and family records of the Shawneeo who were the most 
remarkable of all the people inhabiting the country west of 
the Allegheny. In 1682 they fell under the rule of the six 
nations end existed in various branches. We find excavations 

at the foot of Droop Mountain where thousands of tons of 
rough flints have been removed. 

At one time this has been a great military camping 
ground for the warriors of the forest. H a ny legends are 

:olG cy ?eople ^ h o.lived on Droop Liountain and handed down 
:cr younger generations. 

A young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel 
:-orse was killed while riding fast around a large tree. The 
:rirv.iened riderless horse ran around the tree several times 
before ii was stopped. It was said by people of that battle 
- ; :y could hear the_ rapid running of that frightened horse 
■ -r. thr t tree. A most pathetic scene occurred at that 
After the battle a squad of soldiers was detailed 
• • up the dead arc wounded. Among the number thus 

r -led wr;;. Andrew J. Short of Company F. tfest Virginia In- 
* h - r */* " •'} '•re working in the night and Short discovered 

e * t idier Mr;'! took hold of his body to remove him to the 
f • t-y y,- t . trlr glng t:.e dc; d and wounded together. He 
<*d f. rr on i.r der.d soldiers h.-nd nna the sixe 
>fi of "nn oor.vinord :’!iort that it wr.sj his brother 

-e ci-. 11*4 for aoms one to bring n light, saying that he 

- * -ut.c m* brother. 
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the man really was his own brother. In relating the incident 
to Dr. W. P. Newton many years after the battle, he said that 
he took his brother by the hand and recognized some peculiar¬ 
ity by which he knew this to be the lifeless body of his 
brother. This is an incident so rare that nothing similar 
has ever to our knowledge been recorded in the annals of 
warfare. 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY IN THE CIVIL ‘.TAR 



In the year 1861 the clouds of War hung over our 
Country; their deep deififty hung over Virginia which at 
that time included West Virginia. Civil commotion snook 
the grand old Commonwealth. 

Everywhere they enlisted in tneir native state; from 
the tide washed shores, from the midland counties and from 
the rock ribced Alleghenies, long lines of brave soldiers 
marched forth to battle and die upon a hundred crimson fields 
Among them were many of the aesceiidents of the first pioneers 
of Pocanontas County who a century before had struggled 
with t;:e fierce and relentless barbarians and had at last 
driven him from the country in wnich they had founded their 
homes, where tne soldiers of a later day were born and reared 
7..en the tocsin of War sounded throughout their native 
• -niains volunteering began. Andrew G. :,!cl’eel repaired to 
Little Levels and organized the first company. This was 
rly in tne r.prinp- of 1861. A requisition was made for 
• - • • they were shipped from Richmond but were never 
re r-nd t ,c company disbanded in tne fall of that same 

-- • ’.t. D. A. :tofer muttered a company at Huntersville, 

**’ u touth " uh u attached to the 31 a t Virginia 

Infantry. 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY IN THE CIVIL ‘.TAR 


In the year 1861 the clouds of ffar hung over our 
Country; their deep denifty hung over Virginia which at 
that time included '.Vest Virginia. Civil commotion snook 
the grand old Commonwealth. 

Everywhere they enlisted in their native state; from 
the tide washed shores, from the midland counties and from 
the rock ribced Alleghenies, long lines of brave soldiers 
marched forth to battle and die upon a hundred crimson fields 
Among them were many of the descendents of the first pioneers 
of Pocancntas County who a century before had struggled 
with tne fierce and relentless barbarians and had at last 


driven him from the country in which they had founded their 
r.omes, where tne soldiers of a later day were born and reared 

Then tne tocsin of \7ar sounded throughout their native 
• .Mntnr. volunteering began. Andrew G. V.cNeel repaired to 
v.* Little Levels and organized tne first company. This was 
r ,rl 7 tn tne spring of 1861. A requisition was made for 
' rae end they were shipped from Richmond but were never 
received end t ;e company disbanded in tne fall of that seme 
year. 

Cfl ”‘ ln D * A ‘ - tol>r mu tered a company at Huntersville, 

Wl "’’ x ' n * lh " nd * llh It attached to the Jlet Virginia 
Infantry. 



The 2nd, 3rd, and Gth West Virginia Mounted Infantry Heg- 
i-.-.ents were on the right of the turnpike out of sight about two 
miles from the base of Droop Mountain. The 28th Ohio Infantry 
with one company of the 14th Penn si^l vania Cavalry (about 1200 
men in all) were sent on a long detour to the right via Lobelia 
to come over the Jacox road and take the Confederates on the lext 
flank, This movement started about 5:00 A. M. and due to condi¬ 
tions of the roads, did not complete the inarch until 1:45 P.M. 

The position of the Southerners was as follows: On the 
river road, Edgar's Battalion; on the brow of the mountain facing 
the Union troops from right and left, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under 
Colonel Patton; 13th Virginia Cavalry under Co. Cochran; Dorricks 
battalion of Infantry, Jackson's batteries; Major Blessing with 
6 companies of the 23rd Battalion was placed on the Lobelia-Jacox 
real covering the left flank. The right flank was protected by 
a steep mountain. 

About 1:45 P. M. November 6th, 1863, the flanking party that 
had een sent via Lobelia reached the Confederate lines and imme- 
i-'-tcly attacked. The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Regiments immediately 

rtei a direct attack up the face of Droop Mountain. They joined 
■: .*h the flanking party, and drove the Confederates back 

"'"-rd Lewisburg. Due to the road being narrow the Confederates 
- - c —' JSien—Cl valxy and Infantry all mixed up together. 

Thompson was in command of the rear guard of the 
and It wan through his strong defense that the South- 
ert * "ora able to withdraw without much loss of life or 

* lix.oat. Another thing that might have influenced the retreat 
~ 8 th,,t G *** r * 1 AW#U to push the Confederates 

- iv-cin/ tn •e-erlr. 




fr\st, as he wanted C-en, Duffie to reach Lewisburg first and 
then off. The Confederates retreated on through the night 
passed through Lewisburg just as General Duffie entered the 
town fron the west. General Duffie captured a few stragglers and 

sone e quipmenb. 

This battle was the deciding point in West Virginia. After 
this the entire state was in the hands of the northern araies. 

One very interesting part of General Bohol’s report is 
quoted: "Ky artillery and trains were brought safely through with 
-he exception of one .brass Howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery, 
K ,ich broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to be 
left this offering the enemy the only trophy of *ioh they can 

boast . 11 

rnis cannon is supposed to have been buried in the swamp 

on Proop Kountain, but has never been found. Per those who visit 

e ^ fountain Battle Field, a large map has been drawn show- 

or the troop the day of the battle, also the 
ing the position - 

4 --™ nf Camo Price, a larger and more distinct map 
present location 

, , . p B hovm here. This larger map shows location of 
than could oe 

n _ T v er s and other items of interest. 

nonuments, rnax * 

<-p CCC invites all to visit the Battle Field and 

• nr to visitors the old battle trenches, breastworks, 
will enjoy showing * 

,, OT *■ “> a other lnter63tinK thinGS - 
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BEVERLY UNDER ARTILLERY FIRE. 

By Thomas J. Arnold, Elkins, V/. Ya. 
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An e:n>cdition that proved disastrous to the Confeder¬ 
ates, and likewise for some who were not, was that connected 
with the occupation of Beverly, Ya., now West Virginia, during 
the War between the States. 

At the time of the Imboden raid through Western Virginia 
(April, 1863), Gen. William L. Jackson, who accompanied Imboden, 
casually remarked while in Beverly that he was coming back there 
to spend the 4th of July. Of covxse , no one took the remark se¬ 
riously. Although it was commonly repeated afterwards, as well to 
the Federal commander as others, it passed unheeded. Sure enough, 
cr. the third day of July, a c onfederate force unexpectedly appeared 
south of and in the vicinity of Beverly, under the command of C-en. 
lllzan'L. Jackson, who dispatched a detachment under ITaj. J. B. 

> on the road leading northward, west of the river to its in¬ 
tersection with the road leading to Buclthannon, in order to cut 
c rr retreat in that direction. H e having previously dispatched 
• '/ r otachment I’nder the command of Col. A. C. Bunn, by a 

7 rood, eastward of the main road, with orders to occupy the 
® ing to Philippi, northward of Beverly, thus cutting off 
- t in that direction. Ho planted his artillery on the slope 
**** one and one-half miles southwest of Beverly, 

04 rlrft on »ho wore hurriedly gathered within 

** *ir rortlf! v.t on. Tho ?or 'oderate iina wore of small caliber, 
d. probably due to inferior munition* most of the shells fell 


ft, Inndlnd in 


•erly. 



Col. Thomas I*. Harris, of the 10th Virginia (.ederal) 

- c inent, and who at a later period attained unenviable notoriety, 
as a member of the military court that tried and convicted I.Irs. 
Surratt and sent her to the scaffold, was in command of the Ped- 
erals. Guards v;ere stationed on all the roads leading from Beverly; 
and no one--man, woman, or child — was permitted to pass these 
guards; hence all civilians were confined to the limits of the 
town and were thereby subjected to the fire of the Confederate 
artillery. Although this firing continued for a considerable part 
ci two days, no citizens were injured, and but few houses were struc] 
by shells. 

It has always been the understanding, which is probably cor¬ 
rect, that the detachment Jackson sent to approach Beverly from 
e north and open the attack, had in the course of their march 
found a supply of apple brandy; and the detachment became so intox¬ 
icated, that they lost sight of and interest in the undertaking! 
Jaehson waited impatiently throughout the first day for the offi¬ 
cer in command of this detachment to make the attack, as P re- 

trrar:e4 ' the £e00nd 4ay he ras 3ti11 expect!^ it every nom ent, but 
received no intelligence. Along toward noon there appeared, ad- 

vwoinc *P the valley, west of the river, an aray of routed n,eh, 
ployed to sweep everything before then. It was Averill> s 
irl«rte of yedorol cavnlty. X, ,,as 0 foxnidable foroe. There 

“ A Dn * mnc l0:rt f0r Jno,: = on to do—.; et out as rapidly as 
PO^bie ox be overwh.m.d. Th ln h. prooeoded to do, end accon- 
mth euoh that he escaped , ith but slir ht loss. 

" u jMk " on - the bench prior to the 

' •* l<1 * t,n = ° f oourt ’’overly, fcnew nnny of 



out so that the line could be maintained. The Southern .roops 
were living off of the country and the people were insisting 
that aid be sent to them. 

On October 26th, Gen Benjamin Kelly, U. S. Army ordered 
General Averell, who at that time was stationed at Beverly, West 
Virginia, to move to Lewisburg and capture or drive away any Con¬ 
federate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to join forces „ 
with General Duffie who left Charleston November 3rd, 1863 at 6:00 
for Lewisburg. After a junction of the two forces, they were to 
move to Union, W. Va. and thence to Virginia and Tennessee R.R., 
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge over New River. 

General Averell moved on the 1st day of November and imme¬ 
diately contacted gorilla bands and snail detachments of confed¬ 
erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to pu3h back 
all resistance and on November 5th, reached the town of Hillsboro, 
West Virginia, about 3 miles from Droop Mountain and 33 miles from 
Lewisburg. The Union forces were advised that General Duffie 
would not reach Lewisburg, until November 7th so didn't attack 
until the morning of November 6th, 1863. 

The plan of attack by the Union troops was as follows: 

14th Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the Locust Creek bridge 
in sight of the Confederate lines, and kept moving around giving 
the appearance of starting towards the Southern lines. 

^Keepers battery was placed on the hill above Beards Mill, 

and immediately opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of 

Droop Mountain about G: 00 A. M. Eivon's battery was placed to the 

left of the turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop. Gibson's bat- 

tallion and the famous 10th W. Va. Infantry was held in readiness 
on the pike at Hillsboro. 
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